19971104.ba v01_n756.bam.971104 v01_n757.bam.971104 v01_n758.bam.971104 


>From ???@??? Wed Nov 05 08:49:56 1997 

Message-Id: <199711041721.LAA27118@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 11:21:07 CST 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 1756 


BOATANCHORS Digest 1756 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) IMPORTANT: Boatanchorites -- READ THIS!!!! 
by listown@jackatak.theporch.com (List Admin/Owner Radio Mail Lists) 
2) King-Hinnen Neutrodyne 
by maccary@on-ramp.ior.com 
3) The Move 
by PSorsby@aea10.k12.ia.us (Sorsby, Patti) 
4) Review of Radio Shack DSP unit. 
by GIBSON@ASTRA.LBL.GOV 
5) Re: BA enthusiast ages 
by "Deane D McIntyre" <dmcintyr@acs6.ACS.UCALGARY.CA> 
6) Need manual copy for GR-1650A 
by y4562@groupz.net (Larry Louie) 
7) Re: Gibson Girl 
by Ho4bart <Ho4bart@aol.com> 
8) Re: Gibson Girl 
by Ho4bart <Ho4bart@aol.com> 
9) R-388/5133 Xtal Filter Alignment Question 
by "Grant Youngman" <nq5t@gte.net> 
10) Re: BA enthusiast ages 
by "JOSE V.GAVILA (EB5AGV/EC5AAU)" <eb5agv@ctv.es> 
11) close encounter with tube audio afficionados 
by Ho4bart <Ho4bart@aol.com> 
12) 1949 Admiral TV Set 
by w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths) 
13) Re: BA enthusiast ages 
by "Steve Hill" <SHILL@onaustralia.com.au> 
14) Re: BA enthusiast ages 
by L & M <toneri@ils.net> 
15) HQ170A drift problem reduced 
by L & M <toneri@ils.net> 
16) RSGB books! 
by "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
17) Re: HQ170A drift problem reduced 
by Larry Asp <larry.asp@sympatico.ca> 
18) Re: BA enthusiast ages -Reply 
by "P. J. Rovero" <provero@connix.com> 
19) Comanche Meter 


by cormac@quicktel.com (Cormac Thompson) 
20) WANTED SX-18 MANUAL - METER 

by Dan Arney <kn6di@groupone.net> 
21) BA in LA? 

by Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
22) WTB "TO" Keyer 

by ronie1 <roniel@earthlink.net> 
23) Re: bent stators 

by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin. aurora. edu> 
24) BA enthusiast ages.... 

by "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu> 
25) RE:Safty First 

by Jay Coward <jayc@hpcmrd42.sj.hp.com> 
26) Re: BOATANCHORS digest 1754 

by Jderm740 <Jderm740@aol.com> 
27) Re: bent stators 

by bill@skeeter.bvc.frco.com (William Hawkins) 
28) Request for crystal[s] 

by joelutz@juno.com (Joseph W Lutz) 
29) Case for Heath SB-200? 

by Ken Brookner <brooknerk@acm.org> 
30) Looking for a SX-115 

by "Mark Shaum" <mashaum@fcg.net> 


Date: Mon, 3 Nov 1997 21:56:13 -0600 (CST) 

From: listown@jackatak.theporch.com (List Admin/Owner Radio Mail Lists) 
To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: IMPORTANT: Boatanchorites -- READ THIS!!!! 

Message-ID: <199711040356.VAA11849@jackatak.theporch. com> 


Gang- 
I'm gonna be gentle here, but pay attention anyway.... ;%) 


This list is focused on tube-technology equipment, primarily American- 
made amateur gear. We have permitted some excursions from a strict 
interpretation, but the excursions have been relevant to the 
"boatanchors" theme. 


In the past two days we have had yet another outbreak of off-topic 
threads... power line transmission technology may be interesting (it 
is to me) but it does *xNOT*x belong on the BoatAnchors list. The same 
goes for modern devices, like DSPs and Noise Blankers that make the 
rigs easier to deal with, but are not tube-based technology, and do 
NOT belong on the BoatAnchors list... they belong in other discussion 
areas, like the rec.radio.amateur.* newsgroups (which are available 


via email through ucsd.edu) or other email lists... 


This brings me to Jim Lockwood, K4CCF, the originator of this list. He 
has been VERY helpful to me, particularly in looking out for off-topic 
threads, and writing a polite request to the offending parties to 
please stop. 


Most of the time, Jim is met with a courteous response and the thread 
stops. Sometimes, someone takes the request "crosswise" and gets a bit 
"Sideways" with Jim over who Jim thinks he is... 


Let me tell you who Jim is. Jim is a fine individual, and has been 
VERY helpful to me. He is the originator of this list, and that bloody 
well qualifies him to be a content judge. 


He xIS*x the "content police," because I asked him to help me out (along 
with a few other of the originals who still care passionately about 

the list...) Their advice has been invaluable, and I think everyone 
should understand that this job (of running the list) is so close to 
full time, that I had to ask for help, and I think I have chosen 
well... These folks really know their BoatAnchors, and don't write 
because they don't have a life: they write because they care about the 
health of the list. 


PLEASE, accord Jim and the others the respect they have certainly 
earned over time, and think xbeforex you post... 


IF THE POST ISN'T ABOUT TUBE TECHNOLOGY AND AMATEUR GEAR OR SOMETHING 
VERY CLOSELY RELATED TO BOATANCHORS.... TAKE IT TO A DIFFERENT 
FORUM! !! 


Let me know how I can help 


73 
Jack, W4KH/Mobile - - - Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - - 
listown@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose" 


Date: Mon, 03 Nov 1997 20:04:31 

From: maccary@on-ramp.ior.com 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: King-Hinnen Neutrodyne 

Message-ID: <3.0.3.16.19971103200431.1ea7d37a@on-ramp. ior. com> 


I recently acquired one of these 1920's sets and it seems to be all intact 
except for a broken knob on the middle tuner. Anyone know where to find 


same? The case needs work but all five 01A's are there too. Seems King 
Radio of Buffalo made these radios for Sears in the days when TRFs, 
Neutrodynes, Synchrodynes, and Supersonic Heterodynes were all fighting for 
customers. 


Lacking a replacement knob, I probably could make a mold of a good one and 
make a resin casting in black. Finding the right knob would be a lot easier! 


Mac 


Date: Mon, 3 Nov 1997 22:35:55 -0600 

From: PSorsby@aea10.k12.ia.us (Sorsby, Patti) 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: The Move 

Message-ID: <19971104043554452.AAA248@1rn1-p3.aeai10.k12.ia.us> 


Greetings, 


It's good to read the list again and see a few familiar names. Packing up, 
moving the family 900 miles, starting a new job and getting settled in takes 
a lot of time and I've missed the list. But after three months, the new QTH 
is beginning to feel like home. 


As luck would have it, I was able to take my prized boatanchor possessions 
with me. Luckier still, there was no damage to speak of. One HT-37 took a 
hit, as evidenced by the spinner knob sticking out of the packing box. The 
only damage though was loss of the ball bearing in the tuning mechanism. A 
trip to the local Ace Hardware store found a suitable replacement and the 
HT-37 was back in running condition and I used it on the air for a week or 
two from the new QTH. Only other damage noticed was cosmetic damage to an 
SB-400 top cover which got pushed in slightly, perhaps an eighth of an inch, 
where another rigs feet had been sitting on it. The packers did manage to 
pack a few boxes with a couple of rigs together. I tried to keep an eye on 
things to keep this from happening but couldn't manage constant vigilance. 
All the really heavy stuff though was done with boxes cut to fit and stuffed 
with lots of packing material. I'm sure that made a lot of difference in 
preventing damage. 


Biggest challenge was getting the two 7 ft tall equipment racks into the 
basement at the new QTH. Even empty, those racks are heavy. To make 
matters worse, at both ends of the stairway, the ceilings are only 7 feet 
high and at the bottom of the stairs a landing and right angle turn. I 
performed the remodelling (removing light fixtures and grilled wall on one 
side of the stairway) while the three movers manhandled the racks and likely 


cursed me under their breath. (They earlier tried unsuccessfully to 
convince me that the racks couldn't be taken into the basement. But, would 
I listen? Nooo...) It sure is nice to have those racks inside and filled 
with old Super-Pro's. 


So, here I am in a strange land far north of my native Texas where it gets 
cold enough to snow in October (six inches last weekend). Got a great QTH 
here though, a big basement room for a hamshack, a half acre lot ona hill 
(in a valley, but a pretty good HF location nonetheless) and no silly 
antenna deed restrictions. Had an antenna up for a month or so but the snow 
and ice last weekend brought a tree limb to bear on one of the wire antenna 
elements which also served as a guy wire. Now, the 55 £t pole is an 
inverted U with the antenna feedpoint at ground level. I haven't decided 
whether to put up another pole or buy a bow and arrows and let trees be the 
antenna supports. 


Haven't had much time for BA's here but managed to acquire a couple of 
things, including a homebrew phasing transmitter built in an old ARC-5 
chassis. It is a nearly exact replica of the one from QST and the ARRL SSB 
Manual. I got this from an anchorite at work who didn't have the phase 
shift network for it (but I do :-). It's a really neat unit and is at the 
top of my list of winter projects. 


BTW, I heard a few of you guys on during the last CX. Nice to hear the 
stuff being used. 


Regards, 
Bill Sorsby, N5BU/0 (i.e., slash zero) 
from beautiful Cedar Rapids, IA 


Date: Mon, 3 Nov 1997 21:36:36 -0800 

From: GIBSON@ASTRA.LBL.GOV 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Review of Radio Shack DSP unit. 
Message-ID: <971103213636.2540024f@ASTRA.LBL.GOV> 


Now that the Radio Shack DSP unit is on clearance for $10 I decided to 
get one and tried it out with the following results: 


1. Reduction of background hiss and noise.- None 
2. Removal of heterodyne whistles.- Excellent. 


3. Variable bandwidth on SSB.- Not noticeable. 
4. Variable bandwdth on CW.- Very useful. 
5. Overall audio quality.- Very tinny, needs big external speaker. 


In case my unit was bum, I tried a second one with the same results. 


Date: Mon, 3 Nov 1997 21:41:24 -0700 

From: "Deane D McIntyre" <dmcintyr@acs6.ACS.UCALGARY.CA> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: BA enthusiast ages 

Message-ID: <9711040441 .ZZ936263@acs6.acs.ucalgary.ca> 


In message <9711031418.ZM20561@emerald.gene.com> writes: 

Howdy - 

Regarding recent posts about the average age of Boatanchor enthusiasts- 
I'm 32- if I'm not the youngest guy on the BA list I betcha I'm close. 


> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> Okay, go ahead guys, make all the "punk kid" and "knee-high to a grasshopper" 
> wisecracks! I can take it. 

One can never be too young...or too old to appreciate BA's. I am 

39 (about to turn 40 in a few days..... ). As I recall my first 

real exposure to tubes "the the flesh" was when I was four, in the 

1961-62 era. Our DuMont television set had died, and my father had 

called Don Myles, the local TV repairman, over to repair it. He 

opened his tube caddy...and there were all these little boxes inside. 

He opened one, withdrew a tube ans put it in the set, which came to 
life...magic to a 4 year old. Of course everything electronic used 

tubes at that time except for portable radios. 

To make a long story short in a few years I was enthralled with the 

magic of radio and the glass bottles that glowed within and made it 

all work. I found out about ham radio and shortwave...and boatanchors. 

Of course I could not afford to buy much in the way of equipment, and 

being in a small town (Bowmanville, Ontario) the only sources of parts 

were the TV repair shops, which I would use any excuse to visit, and 

the town dump, where I would go on Saturdays with a friend to pick over 

old TV sets for parts. 

In high school we had a science teacher, Farncomb, VE3BHQ that got 

me on the right track by lending me a Fair Radio catalog among others. 

At least I had a place to order tubes etc even if lack of funds meant 

that I could only drool over the goodies by Collins etc within. 

Farncomb's station was all homebrew. By thew end of high school my 


friend and I were fixing lots of radios, TVs etc for people... 

mostly still tube at that time (1976). 

I suspect that much of my interest in BA's arose from the fact that 

I could not afford them when they were new. Now I can afford them 

but am running out of room to put them....which is why I have my 
orginal HRO Sr (2.5 volt tubes) on display in my office, along with 

a couple of other old sets. I get lots of comments about them by visitors. 
Of course BA's have to be fixed on occasion...thus I have also started 
to accumulate test equipment (I am a sucker for every lonely VTVM at 

a hamfest-just got a RCA WV-77E VoltOhmSyst, after calibration and 
replacement of the ohms battery and one resistor is accurate with 
within 1% on DC volts and 1-2% on ohms...pretty good I think for 

a $5 piece of equipment) . 


73, Deane D McIntyre VE6BPO (soon to be older than Jack Benny...) 
dmcintyr@acs.ucalgary.ca 


Date: Mon, 3 Nov 1997 23:44:40 -0500 

From: y4562@groupz.net (Larry Louie) 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: Need manual copy for GR-1650A 

Message-ID: <199711040455.WAA11171@sco.theporch. com> 


Just aquired a GR-1650A impedance bridge at the Lawrenceville, Ga. hamfest. 
Cleaned her up and works great. Would like to have a copy of the manual and 
will pay reasonable costs for copying, shipping and handling. 


Thanks in advance. 
Larry Louie 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 00:32:29 EST 

From: Ho4bart <Ho4bart@aol.com> 

To: ebjr@worldnet.att.net, boatanchors@theporch.com 
Subject: Re: Gibson Girl 

Message-ID: <736526f6.345eb348@aol . com> 


" T was not aware that some Gibson Girl models incorperated 
a receiver. Do you know at what time it was done? 
A bientot Andre" 


"Not offhand. My guess is around the late 50's. That is a set 
that is the same size and shape as the AN/CRT-3 set. " 


you sure abt the size? the ship's lifeboat cw xcvrs i am familiar 
with are pretty big things, probably equal in volume to 3-4 
‘gibson girl' transmitter-only units. 

hue 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 01:02:35 EST 

From: Ho4bart <Ho4bart@aol.com> 

To: drhydro@ames.net, boatanchors@theporch.com 
Subject: Re: Gibson Girl 

Message-ID: <62c£1400.345eba4d@aol. com> 


In a message dated 97-11-02 23:55:31 EST, 
drhydro@ames.net writes: 


"One day I was out in the yard playing with the 

Gibson Girl..cranking the generator, looking at the lights blink. 
I was about seven or eight years old.. and my dad came out 

and took it away from me. Said he'd heard that the airport had 
picked up an SOS ...... 


one 4th of July, probably 1961, my folks took us to an open 
house at NAS Sand Point, Seattle. there were aircraft to look 
at & displays in the hangars of related equipment. my brother 
and i were looking around while my parents had already gone 

on to something else. there in this one hanger was a ‘gibson 
girl’ display with a liferaft, a kite suspended somewhere up 
there, and maybe a mannequin in the raft to show use? 

anyway it looked godawfully tempting. we looked at both ends 

of the hangar & there didn't seem to be anyone around. i went 
under the rope rail and quickly brought up the crank to a 
healthy speed and whine and cranked away for a couple minutes. 
then i ducked back under the rope and we strode out the doorway 
posthaste. i saw some kinda Navy jeep approaching ( maybe 

just coincidence, but i wasn't going to chance it ) so we ducked 
into the back of a CAP radio van and pretended to examine a 
BC-348 until we figgered the coast was clear. 

i also got to see what seemed to me a mammoth Northern Radio 
Co. AM-real boatanchor on a Corps of Engineers tugboat, years 
later i was pleased to discover that an ordinary person like me 
could own such a beast for almost nothing! 

hue miller 


Date: Mon, 3 Nov 1997 23:58:50 -0500 

From: "Grant Youngman" <nq5t@gte.net> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com, COLLINS@LISTSERV.TEMPE.GOV 
Subject: R-388/5133 Xtal Filter Alignment Question 
Message-ID: <199711040609.AAA18934@smtp2.mailsrvcs.net> 


Gang ... 


My Army R-388 tech manual is totally moot on the subject of alignment 
of the crystal filter ... specifically how to adjust T-102. 


Anyone have a manual version which gives instructions for this? 


Thanks .. Grant/NQ5T 


Grant Youngman / NQ5T 


nq5t@gte.net 
BA pics at http://home1.gte.net/nq5t 
Double Oak, TX -- nr Dallas 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 07:41:59 +0100 

From: "JOSE V.GAVILA (EB5AGV/EC5AAU)" <eb5agv@ctv.es> 

To: ilan@gene.COM 

Cc: "Boatanchors List" <boatanchors@sco.theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: BA enthusiast ages 

Message-ID: <3.0.1.32.19971104074159 . 006bd32c@192.168.0.1> 


Hi Ian and the List, 

>I'm 32- if I'm not the youngest guy on the BA list I betcha I'm close. 

I'm 29, so I'ma bit younger ;-) 

I began with the BA hobby only about one year and a half ago, although I 
built my first TUBED (2 of them) audio amplifier when I was only 9 (so this 
is my 20th 'tubed' year ;-) ). Unfortunately, I didn't continue working 
with tubes (except for some TV and old broadcast radio repairs) until last 
year... But I'm learning fast and hope to do a good job with my BAs in 
restoration process (look at my WEB page to see what is around here). 


Best regards. 


JOSE 


73 EB5SAGV / ECSAAU 
JOSE V. GAVILA 
Ausias March 46, 15 
46910 Benetusser - VALENCIA 
SPAIN 


http://www. geocities.com/SiliconValley/6992/ 
e-mail: eb5agv@ctv.es & eb5agv@amsat.org 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 01:50:37 EST 

From: Ho4bart <Ho4bart@aol .com> 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: close encounter with tube audio afficionados 
Message-ID: <8e06af0c.345ec58f@aol.com> 


( no deprecation intended, absolutely! ) 

attended a radio swap recently and got talking to a tube vendor. 

he was selling almost every tube big little old recent for 
inexpensive prices but was holding back on audio-power 

tubes, 6L6 5881 and whatever other ones--- i'm not that 

familiar with the rest. anyway it turned out he was having 

an audio power amp ( actually, 2, for stereo) built for him by a 
local audio equipment crafter. i learned that the tube used will 

be the VV-52 by Kron ( italy ) . $1500 for set of matched 2, tubes 
are in boxes marked with test specs and have styrofoam formfit 
packing. truly amazing to me, but i wasn't in the twilight zone and 
there did not seem to be any clue that both persons were just 
playing a game with me. also i learned that there are 3 periodicals 
for tube-audio enthusiasts: Glass Audio, Sound Practice, and 

VALVE ( this latter one out of Poulsbo WA, by radio/ audio collector 
Dan Schmale ). the amp builder told me, " Glass Audio goes mostly 


by test results......... the other two are more....(pause)...... from the 
heart" 

for my part, i was overjoyed to be able to just buy some 2E22 for a 
ridiculous low price! hue miller 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 00:10:42 -0800 (PST) 

From: w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths) 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: 1949 Admiral TV Set 

Message-ID: <199711040810.AAA16436@mail1.teleport.com> 


Are there any early TV buffs on here? I never hear anything about them and 
maybe it is because this group is all about early HAM GEAR and not TV sets, 
even TUBE types. Anyway, I have this early table top set with a 8 or 10 
inch round screen and plastic case. Have not had the nerve to plug it in 
and I don't really want to keep it since my bag is Tek scopes and Admiral TV 
sets, no matter how cute and even if they are in great shape. Have the 
Sams for it, too . 


Stan w7ni@teleport.com 


PS It would make a GREAT ham shack TVI monitor for boatanchor gear . 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 19:53:45 +1100 

From: "Steve Hill" <SHILL@onaustralia.com.au> 
To: <boatanchors@sco.theporch. com> 

Subject: Re: BA enthusiast ages 

Message-ID: <09575507818005@onaustralia.com.au> 


> Hi Ian and the List, 

> 

> >I'm 32- if I'm not the youngest guy on the BA list I betcha I'm close. 
> 

> I'm 29, so I'ma bit younger ;-) 


I'm 22 and have been into boatanchors for 3 years. Got my unrestricted 
ticket early 

this year. For me the thrill of boatanchors, especially military ones, is 
knowing a 30 

year old radio can outperform plenty of the modern rice boxes. 


I find bygone ages fascinating, and learning the ways of this old gear is a 
great contrast 

to my 9-5 job as an electronic engineer. I do think that working on the old 
gear has 

taught me just as much about electronics as I learnt at uni. 


I think in the future, the historical perspective of ham radio will become 
more important. 

In the sixties I gess a ham radio set would have been pretty fascinating, 
but today peoples 

houses are filled with complicated do-dads. Your super-duper Yauseu or 
Kenwood might 

as well be any other of a number of aplliances full of microprocessors with 
lots of buttons. 


Peoples' jaws don't drop anymore when they see ham rig or see someone 
talking around 
the world with the rig. They can do that with internet and so on. 


Just my opinion, but thats why i'm a ham anyway, I love to make old stuff 
live. 


Cheers. 


Steve Hill VK4CZT 
<SHILL@onaustralia.com.au> 

39 Banbury St. 

Carina. 4152. 

Brisbane. Australia. 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 06:45:30 -0500 (GMT-0500) 
From: L & M <toneri@ils.net> 

To: ilan@gene.COM 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: BA enthusiast ages 

Message-ID: <199711041145.GAA15150@server1.ils.net> 


At 02:18 PM 11/3/97 -0800, Ian Abbott wrote: 

>Howdy - 

> 

>Regarding recent posts about the average age of Boatanchor enthusiasts- 

> 

>I'm 32- if I'm not the youngest guy on the BA list I betcha I'm close. 

> 

>Okay, go ahead guys, make all the "punk kid" and "knee-high to a grasshopper" 
>wisecracks! I can take it. 

> 

My age is 50, not as old as some of the fossils on the list and have always 
been interested in tube radios ever since I electrocuted myself by reaching 
inside an old radio one night. I think I was 10 years old then. 


>I found "The Boys First Book of Radio and Electronics" by Alfred Morgan in 
>the backwaters of our suburban library around 1975. It described a one-tube 
>regen receiver, and I built one- with a 1T4 running off of a 22.5V B 
>battery!- from a kit shortly after that. Sitting in the dark looking at that 
>glowing tube, I listened to the magic that only comes from a radio you built 
>yourself- and I was hooked for good. 


I too built one of those radios. It worked the first time. Must build 


another some evening. 


73...Mike VE3FGU 

KK KI KK IKK KIKI KIKI KIKI IKI IKK III III IKK II III III III IKI IIR KK 
Mike & Lynda Toneri E-mail: toneri@ils.net 

Keswick, Ontario 

WEBPAGE: http://www. geocities.com/heartland/meadows/8218 
KK IK KK IKK KAI IK IKK III IKI IK III III KIKI III IK IIIA III III IIIA IK 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 06:45:34 -0500 (GMT-0500) 
From: L & M <toneri@ils.net> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: HQ170A drift problem reduced 

Message-ID: <199711041145.GAA15153@server1.ils.net> 


Ever since I bought my HQ170A it drifted, even on 80 metres, for several 
hours before it settled down. I changed oscillator tubes and still had the 
same problem. The other night I looked inside the cabinet and noticed some 
dust on the tuning capacitor shaft and decided to clean it. I used a spray 
cleaner for potentiometers (product name is Nu-trol) to clean the small 
amount of visible dust from the rotor wipers and shaft. Now when I turn on 
the radio it barely drifts at all. 400hz drift in the first hour is 
certainly better than the 3 - 4 khz drift I was getting before. I wonder if 
anyone else on the list has run into the same problem. 

73...Mike VE3FGU 

KK KI KK IKK KIKI KIKI KIKI IK KIKI II KIKI IKI KI III IIIA IK IK 

Mike & Lynda Toneri E-mail: toneri@ils.net 

Keswick, Ontario 

WEBPAGE: http://www. geocities.com/heartland/meadows/8218 

KAKA KKK KK KKK IKI KK III IKK IKI III IKK III KI IK IKI IKI KIKI IIIA 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 07:36:20 -0500 (EST) 

From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 

To: BA <boatanchors@sco.ThePorch. com> 

Subject: RSGB books! 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.96.971104071727 .6024C -100000@indy3> 


Hi, Gang! 


In yesterday's mail, a couple of RSGB books arrived (just in time for 
my recovery from a tooth extraction, Tylenol III and all): "Technical 


Topics Scrapbook 1985-89" and "World At Their Fingertips." 


Haven't started the second, but Technical Topics, goodness, Pat Hawker 
is a good friend to valves (and tubes, even); the book is a collection of 
his columns from RSGB's "RadCom" and is about a third or more tube-stuff! 
He's a bigger fan of 6L6 rigs than me, even. There's some good info on 
valve RF power amplifiers and small regen (etc.) sets to be found, too, 
along with BA-like musings about the more traditional modes of modulation. 
And a touch of Old Home Week: so far, Andy Emmerson and Rag Otterstad have 
both been quoted, and that's just from a first look through. Don't get it 
if you xloathex solid-state, though--Pat covers just about xeverything* 
and that includes plenty of "modern" topics. (I like it, as he tends to 
cross-pollinate ideas and drop notions for folks to tinker with!) 


The other book is a history, akin to "200 Meters and Down" but of 
slightly more recent vintage; covers the hobby from pre WW I to the late 
'60s. Looks interesting--tell ya more when I have actually read it. :) 


The RSGB is one of the great resources! (WIA, darn it, they're very 
good but mail from The Antipodes is soooooo slow--four months and 
counting, now I know how the VKs feel, waiting to see what QST et al has 
got to say!) 


Theventy-twee ("some pain & swelling for 48 hours," HA! Good thing I 
prefer CW), 
- -Bobbi 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 07:55:08 -0500 

From: Larry Asp <larry.asp@sympatico.ca> 

To: toneri@ils.net 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: HQ170A drift problem reduced 
Message-ID: <345F1B2C.1085@sympatico.ca> 


& M wrote: 


L 
> 
> Ever since I bought my HQ170A it drifted, even on 80 metres, for several 

> hours before it settled down. I changed oscillator tubes and still had the 
> same problem. The other night I looked inside the cabinet and noticed some 
> dust on the tuning capacitor shaft and decided to clean it. I used a spray 
> cleaner for potentiometers (product name is Nu-trol) to clean the small 

> amount of visible dust from the rotor wipers and shaft. Now when I turn on 
> the radio it barely drifts at all. 400hz drift in the first hour is 

> certainly better than the 3 - 4 khz drift I was getting before. I wonder if 


anyone else on the list has run into the same problem. 
73...Mike VE3FGU 

KIKI IKK IKK III KIKI KIKI III IKK III IKI III IKI III III IIIA IK KK 
Mike & Lynda Toneri E-mail: toneri@ils.net 

Keswick, Ontario 

WEBPAGE: http://www. geocities.com/heartland/meadows/8218 
KKK IKK KKK KK KIA KIKI III IK IKK III III KKK III KIKI III III IIIA IKI 


VV VVV VV 


Hi Mike - the 170 has a coninuous on filiament for the oscillator tube. 
Any problems show up there? See you at Newmarket - - 73 / Larry 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 08:14:08 -0500 (EST) 

From: "P. J. Rovero" <provero@connix.com> 

To: Bill Standerfer <williame@lynx.csn.net> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: BA enthusiast ages -Reply 

Message-ID: <Pine.BSI.3.95.971104081227 .20885A-100000@comet.connix.com> 


On the other hand, my (almost) 8 year old thinks the 
HQ-145 is the neatest radio anywhere. He asks if he 


can use it almost everytime he's in the shack. 


So there is hope.... 


P. J. "Josh" Rovero email: provero@connix.com 
Oceanographer work: rovero@sonalysts.com 
Meteorologist radio: KK1D 

Curmudgeon at Large web: http: //www.connix.com/~provero/ 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 06:24:30 -0800 

From: cormac@quicktel.com (Cormac Thompson) 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Comanche Meter 

Message-ID: <345F301E.16D4@quicktel.com> 


Greetings All: 


I am looking for a Heath Comanche MR-1 S-meter if anyone has one or a 
parts rig they'd like to part with. 


Thanks and 73 


Cormac, W7JHS (509) 786-1341 Prosser, WA 
cormac@quicktel.com 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 06:04:44 -0800 

From: Dan Arney <kn6édi@groupone.net> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: WANTED SX-18 MANUAL - METER 
Message-ID: <345F2B7B.893D23D6@groupone.net> 


I picked up a SX-18 at TRW which has a damaged original line meter . Is 
there anybody out there who knows where it can be repaired or any spares 
Hi Hi. Also need a manual HiHi. It is starting to clean up very nice. 
Cabinet is at the strippers. Dial is in good shape. 

Any help greatly appreciated. 

Thank, 

Hank KN6DI 73's 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 06:14:00 -0800 (PST) 

From: Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: BA in LA? 

Message-ID: <2.2.16.19971104061346.31672258@pop.igc.org> 


Greetings, fellow enthusiasts. I'll be visiting the Los Angeles area later 
this week and would love to know of any BA emporia in the area worth seeing. 
Thanks, 
Dick 
Dick Dillman 
<ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
WPE2VT W6AWO 


Collector Of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 06:18:35 -0800 


From: ronie1 <ronie1@earthlink.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: WTB "TO" Keyer 

Message-ID: <345F2EBA.AF2F089F@earthlink.net> 


Looking for a clean and working Hallicrafters "TO" keyer to finish my 
Vintage Station. Please reply to roniel@earthlink.net or 
rweaver@netrue.com Tnx and 73's to all 


FO5VO / N6VO 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 08:35:01 -0600 (CST) 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

To: EdKB2NSP@aol.com 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Subject: Re: bent stators 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.96.971104083439 .2288A-100000@admin. aurora. edu> 


On Mon, 3 Nov 1997 EdKB2NSP@aol.com wrote: 


> Is that why the outermost rotor plates are sometimes slotted ? For band 
> edge adj ? 


YUP. 


UFO's are real! (It's the Air Force that does not exist) 
E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 
CIS: Data / Telecom Aurora University, Aurora, IL 
630-844-4898 Fax 630-844-5530 


Date: 04 Nov 1997 09:08:55 -0600 

From: "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse. vanderbilt .edu> 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: BA enthusiast ages.... 

Message-ID: <1997Nov04.090856-0600@spike. vuse. vanderbilt. edu> 


...which seems to be a shameless excuse for reminiscing about how we 
got started in the BA bizness. 


OK. My turn. I'm 50. First exposure was a book called something 
like "All About Radio", had a foxhole radio described in it. Built it 
at age 11, wound the coil out of some very thickly insulated bell 


wire, it barely worked, but to hear the crackle from the 
graphite/razor blade and that thin noise out of the air was a 
revelation. Within the next year I knew about Helmholtz and coherers. 
A 1957 Allied catalog mysteriously appeared in the mail (I believe my 
Dad had something to do with it) and I entered a wonderful world. 

The Hammarlunds and Hallis beckoned seductively, but all I could 
afford was an Ocean Hopper. 


Did radio, stereo, recording, built most of my own equipment through 
High School. Got my ticket and a First Phone, worked as an engineer 
and recording director at WVBR in college. Profession prevailed, and 
all of this activity lapsed as I struggled through grad school. I now 
make a living teaching Electrical Engineering (wonder how that 
happened), but it sure ain't the same now as it was ...oh, then. We 
have no courses on wave propagation or antennas, and the kids wouldn't 
know superheterodyne from Kurdish literature. Oh, well, it's a 
living. 


And I still use my Ocean Hopper. 


73 A. B. Bonds 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 97 7:32:37 PST 

From: Jay Coward <jayc@hpcmrd42.sj.hp.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Cc: jayc@hpcmrd42.sj.hp.com 

Subject: RE:Safty First 

Message-ID: <9711041532.AA21093@hpcmrd42.sj.hp.com> 


Hello Group, 

One other thing needs mentioning as I sometimes forget: 
REMOVE ALL JEWELRY like rings and watches with metal 

bands.These things can provide much greater contact area 

and thus a lower resistance to the body.And in a low voltage 

high current short a wedding ring can (and does!) get real 

hot real fast. 

73 Jay 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 10:44:10 EST 
From: Jderm740 <Jderm740@aol.com> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 
Subject: Re: BOATANCHORS digest 1754 


Message-ID: <7ab646d8.345f429c@aol.com> 


Unwarranted criticism and sensorship. 

I feel that a newsletter like this is to spread information. It's like a 
newspaper. Some subjects appeal to some, and not others, and some appeal to 
the majority. 

In a newspaper some of us read mostly the sports section and others are 
interested in the financial news or world events. You take from it what you 
want and mayby in passing something you didn't realize you didn't know. In the 
sports area some only read scores, some want know every play. Others thin a 
football is a basketball born with a birth defect. 

Some people (my wife ) only look at the clothing ads. 

If we get too restictive we will be discussing who's 816 glows the pretiest or 
has the most well rounded color. 

Let's lighten up folks. Pass the info around and share the wealth. I have 
learned a hell of a lot from reading these postings, and I thought I was 
pretty well informed beforehand. 

Jack Jderm740@aol.com 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 10:04:23 -0600 

From: bill@skeeter.bvc.frco.com (William Hawkins) 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com, broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 
Subject: Re: bent stators 

Message-ID: <9711041604.AA18767@skeeter.bvc.f£rco.com> 


The Old Timer's Bulletin mentions an interesting technique for clearing the 
plates of a tuning condenser of metallic crud (like steel wool bits). Just 
isolate the unit and connect it to 110 VAC thru a 60 watt bulb. Turn the 
shaft until the sparks stop flying. Modern low power DVM's may not detect 
the short, but 110 smokes ‘em out. Don't do this if you don't know how to 
protect yourself from high pressure electrons, or if you think a Ground Fault 
Protected outlet will save your hide. 


Aside: Corporate admin has changed my address to bill@skeeter.bvc.frco.com. 
I'm also developing an account on a local ISP as bill@iaxs.net. Would like 
to hear from any travellers who have solved the long distance, multiple PC 
distributed email problem. 


Regards, 
Bill Hawkins bill@skeeter.bvc.frco.com (reply should work) 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 16:23:03 UTC 
From: joelutz@juno.com (Joseph W Lutz) 
To: COLLINS@LISTSERV.TEMPE.GOV 


Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com, BOATANCHORS@LISTSERV. TEMPE. GOV 
Subject: Request for crystal[s] 
Message-ID: <19971104.162306.3622.0.JOELUTZ@juno.com> 


Looking for the following crystal for use with my Collins equipment: 
6.4550 [3.2-3.5MHz] - need for Navy Mars use. 


I have a lot of spare HC-6 crystals that could possible be used as 
trade[s] - for the right crystal I would offer 2 or 3 of mine for each 
one of the 3.2-3.5 one. Or, of course pay money for it. Please let me 
know if any are out there and not being used. Thanks. 


[BTW - I have [1] 4CX1500B left, and [2] 4CX1000A/8168 - one nos, used - 
all EIMAC, which I will sell, or trade for a 75S-2 or 3.]. 


73 de Joe W7LPF/4 [NNNOKUU] 
QWCA - SOWP - NCVA - FISTS - RCC 
Gordonsville, Va 22942 [Orange Co] 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 08:48:23 -0800 

From: Ken Brookner <brooknerk@acm.org> 

To: "'boatanchors@theporch.com'" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Case for Heath SB-200? 

Message-ID: <OQ1BCE8FE.69513C40@brooknerk@acm.org> 


I'm looking for a case to fit an SB-200 chassis I picked up at a hamfest. 
Anyone have one of these Heathkit cases gathering dust? 

Please email me directly. 

Thanks, 


Ken Brookner N5LPI/7 
brooknerk@acm. org 
kenb@qatrix.panther.net 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 11:16:48 -0600 
From: "Mark Shaum" <mashaum@fcg.net> 


To: "BA Swaplist" <baswaplist@foothill.net>, 

"Boatanchors Reflector" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Looking for a SX-115 
Message-ID: <199711041718.LAA26084@mail.fcg.net> 


I'd like to locate a clean SX-115 to assist my HT-32B in holding my 
desk firmly to the floor. My requirements are that the knobs must be 
original, and the front panel very clean. Cabinet scuffs are fine, as 
I'd like to re-paint the 115 and 32B together for that nice matching BA 
shine. 

Mark Shaum K9TR 

mashaum@fcg.net 

Central Illinois Grid EN50 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 1756 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKK KKK KAKA KEKK AK 


>From ???@??? Wed Nov 05 08:50:20 1997 

Message-Id: <199711042304.RAAQ5841@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 17:04:54 CST 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 1757 


BOATANCHORS Digest 1757 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) BA FAQs 
by "Grumps Guide Press" <rau@wco.com> 
2) Re: 1949 Admiral TV Set 
by John Michael <MICHAEL@ecs.umass.edu> 
3) SX101 manual needed 
by "al parker" <al_parker@kacc.com> 
4) My turn 
by don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 
5) HV are repair 
by Brian.Harris@sv.sc.philips.com (Brian Harris) 
6) WTB: Manual for P&H "Spitfire" LA-500M 
by Jim Lockwood <jmlckwd@mindspring.com> 
7) Montecito.Mike Polycom62 
by "Grumps Guide Press" <rau@wco.com> 
8) Trans-O power cord needed 
by "Buzz (Wayne) Harrah" <wayne.harrah@mci.com> 
9) Agreed - Lighten Up 
by Terry Muncey <Terry@electrosys.com> 


10) Ancient Interest in BAs 
by Gene Katz <gkatz@motown.1mco.com> 
11) Drake gear wanted 
by Dave Hutchison <djhutch@concentric.net> 
12) WTB: EF Johnson SSB Adapter 
by w2ec@VNET.IBM.COM 
13) HW-16/VFO... 
by Ken Gordon <keng@uidaho.edu> 
14) RE:Safty First 
by Jeffrey Herman <jeffreyh@hawaii.edu> 
15) FS, tube for collectors 
by Phil Mills <pmills@a.crl.com> 
16) MW POLICE RADIO 
by JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 


by JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 
18) MCLAUGHLIN RECEIVERS 

by JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 
19) G.R. VARIAC - FOR SALE 

by JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 
20) RE:Safty First 

by Dave Wood <W4EJ@coastalnet.com> 
21) Re: HQ170A drift problem reduced 

by L & M <toneri@ils.net> 
22) Re: WTB: EF Johnson SSB Adapter 

by L & M <toneri@ils.net> 
23) Re: BA enthusiast ages -Reply 

by Rodger Singley <rbsingl@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu> 
24) RE:Safty First 

by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin. aurora. edu> 
25) WTB/trade for power tubes 

by "William L. Fuqua III" <wlfuqu00@pop.uky.edu> 
26) Fluke 8100A help needed 

by "Buzz (Wayne) Harrah" <wayne.harrah@mci.com> 
27) RE:Safety First 

by "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu> 
28) Re: 1949 Admiral TV Set 

by William Donzelli <william@ans.net> 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 09:23:36 -0800 

From: "Grumps Guide Press" <rau@wco.com> 

To: <spr@earthlink.net> 

Cc: "boatanchors" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: BA FAQs 

Message-ID: <199711041723 .JAA14193@shell.wco.com> 


FAQs about BA's from the Digital Age: 
Where do you put the batteries? ( under the table, on the floor) 


Why is the Dial so Big ? ( so you can still read it when you are as old as 
I am) 


Why does it glow in the dark ? ( so the mice won't wander into the power 
supply and hurt themselves) 


Why is it so heavy ? ( all the fragile pink plastic parts are coated with 
steel for strength) 


If it is obsolete doesn't that mean it won't work anymore? ( no) 


Larry W6WUH 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 12:45:17 -0500 

From: John Michael <MICHAEL@ecs.umass.edu> 

To: BOATANCHORS@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: 1949 Admiral TV Set 

Message-ID: <OQ1IPM10CW63696VKAU@ECS.UMASS .EDU> 


>Are there any early TV buffs on here? I never hear anything about them and 
>maybe it is because this group is all about early HAM GEAR and not TV sets, 


Well I'm one, Stan. Have a 1946 RCA 630 at any rate, and some paper ona 
lot of other models. It's interesting to trace the cost-cutting circuit 
designs, like intercarrier ifs, that began to appear soon after the early, 
very conservative designs like the 630 were put on the market. 


Best wishes, 


John Michael 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 97 09:53:20 

From: “al parker" <al_parker@kacc.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: SX101 manual needed 

Message-ID: <9710048786 .AA878666000@ccuucp.kacc.com> 


Hi fellow BA nuts, 

Almost every time I come home with a new one, I wonder for a 
while if I'm nuts. Usually (hopefully) the feeling goes away when 
I get a good look at whatever it is. 

This time, I lugged home an SX-101 from Livermore Sunday. 

Right after I paid for it, I found out that it weighs 85 lbs. It's 
still in the back of the van. I remember thinking how neat these 
looked when they came out, but never had a chance to try one out 
(or lift one). I seem to recall that the "A" version was a 
considerably better receiver. (almost bought an HT-32 to go with 
it) 

I'm going to need a schematic & manual for it, and would be glad 
to pay usual copying & postage/etc. costs if some one can help me 
out. Any comments on problem areas, etc., would also be helpful. 


Thanks & 73, Al, W8UT al_parker@kacc.com 
Dublin, CA 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 13:27:57 -0500 

From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: My turn 

Message-ID: <199711041330_MC2-26B2-4279@compuserve. com> 


Well, I'm 44, which I guess is about average for the group from what I've 
seen so far. I have always been a nerd but the objects of my nerdy affection 
have varied over the years. The way I got into this was that 6 years ago I 
lost my job and started a little business to sell used computer gear. It went 
reasonably well and at one point a guy offered me a bunch of old radio 
equipment in trade for some computer gear. I had some electronics tech school 
training in the early 70's and loved knob-twidling as a kid, so I did the 
deal and was promptly eaten alive by this fascinating hobby. 


I ended up selling some of the radio gear and did well with it. So I thought 
I'd advertise locally in the various Pennysaver papers and so forth for "Old 
radios wanted. Radfios, test equipment, sound gear, parts, any quantity, 

any condition." My phone didn't stop ringing for a month. I quickly discovered 
that most folks thought all this stuff was junk and were delighted to find 
someone willing to pay anything at all for it. I filled my basement and garage 
wall-to-=wall and floor to ceiling. I found dozens of families with the 
contents of uncle Ernie's old TV shop stored in their attics. Most people 

were very nice and I tried to be fair with them. But I always made offers 
based on what I could afford to pay, not on what I thought the stuff was 

worth because in the beginning I had no idea what anything was worth. 


To properly dispose of the loot, I bought every reference book I could find 
on old gear, I joined the local ham club and Pittsburgh Antique Radio 

Society and I pumped everytone who would talk to me for information. And 
gradually I figured out how to do this. I learned that the 200 TV CRT 
"rejuventaors" that I'd accumulated were never likely to be worth the storage 
space. By that time I had accumulated about 8000 tubes, mostly used. And I 
tried to make a go of it with them but it ended up being just too much work. 
Eeventually I just picked out about 2000 that I thought I might ever need 

and gave the rest away to a 16 year old with BA bent who lives nearby. 


Gradually, I narrowed my interests down from "I want it all" to something 

that actually makes sense (to me). The buy-and-sell fever ran its course 
after I got a real job again. But I still get calls even though I haven't 

run an ad in over 2 years. All the local hams know me and I've become kind 

of a telephone reference (1-900-boatanchors) to values and repair suggestions. 
I ahve taught myself to repair this stuff in a very cookbook fashion 

with minimal theoretical underpinning. I like studying the theory though, so 
it is a fun part of the hobby to fill in my gaps by reading and experimenting. 


I have 8 kids and a lot to live for so I am VERY cautious around all 
moving electrons. I always look for safe ways to test and repair gear. If in 
doubt then I leave it sit since this is a hobby and there's no rush. 


My shack has been visited by a few list members but it sure would be nice to 
see a few more of you so please call me if you are going to be in Pittsburgh 
or Western PA, etc. We can get together and lie about our age over a couple 
cold 807s. 


Waht a comfortable list this is... 
73, Don 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 12:32:31 -0800 

From: Brian.Harris@sv.sc.philips.com (Brian Harris) 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: HV arc repair 

Message-ID: <Q0066E46.1914@svlima.sv.sc.philips.com> 


Problem: Arcing from HV terminal to transformer case in a friend's Desk kW 
plate transformer, apparently via a carbon track on (in?) the ceramic insulator. 


Any suggestions for a long term, hi-rel repair? 


Brian Harris WA5UEK 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 13:52:05 -0500 

From: Jim Lockwood <jmlckwd@mindspring.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: WTB: Manual for P&H "Spitfire" LA-500M 

Message-ID: <3.0.32.19971104134335 .006b£284@pop.mindspring.com> 


Gang, 


I just picked up a new toy, the amplifier mentioned in the subject line, 
and I am in the hunt for a manual. Anybody got one? Any and all copying, 
postage, and nuisance fees gladly paid! 


For those who have never seen one of these (like me for example), the 
Spitfire was intended to be used either mobile or fixed. It's about the 
size of the old Heath Kompact Kilowatt amplifier, altho that's about the 
extend of the similarities. 


This runs 6 12JB6 sweep tubes (as opposed to Heath's usage of 572Bs). Tune 
up looks to be the essence of simplicity (nice if it's being used mobile). 
The loading is preset for a 50 Ohm load, so there is only a Tuning control 
to tweak. The cute(?) thing about the amplifier is the aethestics..... 
the entire case and the mobile mounting bracket are chrome plated! It is 
darned pretty! 


Anyway, if you have a manual that you are willing to copy, I'd like to 
hear from you. 


Thanks in advance. 
73, 


Jim - K4CCF 
(formerly KM6NK, WA4KOO, WN4KOO) 


Looking for original QSL cards from K4CCF 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 11:03:58 -0800 

From: "Grumps Guide Press" <rau@wco.com> 

To: "boatanchors" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Montecito.Mike Polycom62 

Message-ID: <199711041904.LAA19324@shell.wco.com> 


Mike.. I have lost your address, and am ready to ship your PolyCom 62... 


Please help me out. 


Larry 
W6WUH 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 13:36:32 -0600 

From: "Buzz (Wayne) Harrah" <wayne.harrah@mci.com> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Trans-0O power cord needed 

Message-ID: <345F793F.7BF2@mci.com> 


Hello BottleBuddies, 


As I told you yesterday, I picked up an SX-101 and an SX-110 from a SWL 
guy (not on the internet) who is into Zenith Trans-Oceanics bigtime. (BA 
tie-in, for Jack). Anyway, he asked me if I could help him find a part 
he is looking for; so, here is his post. (Please contact him, not me.) 


WTB: ORIGINAL (no substitutes) power cord for Zenith 
Trans-Oceanic, model # R-7000-2. (He says he already has some kinda 
'kludge' cable, so only wants the real thing, please.) 


(This one looks very SIMILAR to the small two conductor 

rectangular plugs found in the back of the older Bearcat scanners, 
possibly with some sort of small, with small flat locking notch (?) on 
one side. Two round pins, about 1/2 inch apart. But, I'm not an 
Oceanic expert, (I've seen a couple...) so, locking notch may be my 
imagination... 


If anybody can steer him towards one, he would appreciate a call. He 
says he will pay fairly for the REAL THING, to complete his near-mint 
specimen. 


Please contact him after 4:00 pm CST daily: 


Gary Flanagan 
(515) 278-2581 (Des Moines, IA.) 


thanx for the BW. Figured good deeds for others should be done 
time-to-time. The guy got me a nice BA for my basement. NOW for the 
SP-600 on my Christmas list! 

:) 


Buzz 


KKK KK KKK KK III KIKI II KIKI IK IK 
* 'Buzz' (Wayne) Harrah * 
* mailto:Wayne.Harrah@mci.com * 
x 1-800-728-7000, ext. 2096 x 
* V820-2096 * 
KI KKI AKAIKE IKI KIKI IKI KAI AIK 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 13:47:39 -0600 
From: Terry Muncey <Terry@electrosys.com> 


To: "'boatanchors@theporch.com'" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Agreed - Lighten Up 
Message-ID: 


<c=US%a=_ecs%p=ElectroSys%1l=WEBMASTER -971104194739Z-494@webmaster.eletrosys.com> 


While I would not want to throw sticks and arrows at anyone in this 
illustrious assembly, I would wholeheartedly agree with the gentlemen 
who believes that any boatanchor related subject should be expounded 
upon. The diatribe about AC/DC transmission lines to some may be droll 
and non-boatanchor like, but I fully enjoyed all of the responses, 
especially those discussing some of the strange power and frequency 
systems in use in North America. 


To me, BA and the postings are kind of like tuning in on a TV program; 
in that if you don't like it, turn it off! Only in this case just hit 
the "X" to delete it and move on to whatever you think is worthy of your 
interest. 


Since there has been a "coming out of the closet" from various BA's in 
this group, I would also share that I was smitten by the radio bug at 
the tender age of 12 and shortly got my first ham license. That was 45 
years ago, so I grew up in the land of BA's, dreamed about them but 
couldn't afford any. Well, many years later, and after purchasing and 
selling a wondrous myriad of ricebox rigs (the Japanese must have loved 
me); I also made the complete circle to those funny giant rigs with the 
funny glass bulbs in them. After years of going through quite a number 
of old BA rigs, was further bitten by the antique radio bug and rescued 
an old Silvertone farm radio at a flea market about 3 years ago. Now, 
I've a basement with about 250 of rescues and am awaiting for my award 
from the Radio Red Cross! Just love taking this old crap and turning it 
into something resembling what it was when it was new and boy the radio 
designers of yesteryear have wonderful designs! 


So now I've got little time to do "real work" being completely smitten 
with the idea that single handily I need to resuscitate every old radio 
I can obtain; or perhaps it is some sort of penchant to win the game 


where "the guy who wins is the guy with the most toys"! Whichever it 
is, I am surely lost . . . perhaps they will uncover me someday under 
4-5 tons of old radios. However this is not the end of this story; as 
the drive to revive all these old radios is also shared by the drive to 
save all of the old radio literature, radio books, schematics, manuals 
and the like. So for the past 2 1/2 years, have been scanning and 
archiving radio literature, magazines, schematics to preserve this very 
unique age we've lived in for (hopefully) future generations who will be 
able to figure out what these funny 1's and O"s are on these funny 
looking gold and silvery looking CD's! Anyone interested in how deeply 
I am mired in this radio den of iniquity might visit: 
http://www.electrosys.com/rea.htm - that should tell all. 


Terry Muncey - WB50AS "Old And Senile" 
Radio Era Archives 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK REM EM BE Ro xxxKKKKKKAKKAKKKKKKKKKK 


"The only REAL radios glow in the dark" ! ! ! 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 14:46:10 -0800 

From: Gene Katz <gkatz@motown.1mco.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Cc: smiller@motown.1mco.com 

Subject: Ancient Interest in BAs 
Message-ID: <345FA5B2.46B8@motown. 1lmco.com> 


I wonder if I have anyone beat on the list, insofar as exposure to BAs 
and getting licensed and acquiring BAs are concerned? I first saw real 
glow in the dark, gray, crackley sounding AM BAs in my Uncle's home when 
I was about 4 or 5 years old. He had been a radio tech in the USNR, old 
name for radarman, and had a ex Navy buddy as a lodger. This lodger had 
these strange sounding and looking, remember this was 1947 or 48, gray, 
glowing boxes which I couldn't touch. Forbidden fruit? In high school, 
my best friend bought a Hallicrafters S120 from Lafayette. We spent a 
lot of time listening to foreign SW and trying to learn the CW noises. 
When I graduated, I wanted a radio for a graduation present, while other 
guys wanted cars. Even back then I was a few degrees out of phase! I 
didn't get it as we were not only poor folks, but from poverty stricken 
parents, and all the money I earned went to my college fund. Many, many 
years later, in a land far, far away, I got my Tech (CW) ticket thanks 
to a great Elmer, Ken WA6ZEF. Got my first QSL card operating from his 
station, a contact in Galapagos. Bought my first receiver (Yaseu FRG7) 
and first xcvr (7TS520). Both hybrids, with tube finals. Finally coming 
to the East coast, I bought HQ, SX, NC, HRO, etc. rigs in 1990. A lapse 
of about 43 or 44 years from falling in love with the glowing boxes. And 


about 30 years from the S120 to my ticket. When I was growing up my 
folks would have thought a Ham Fest was the same as a Pig Roast!! I 
failed to mention a 6-month stint on the real Radio Row in NYC when I 
was between ships; but, honestly I had no idea what a treasure trove I 
passed up back then. Okay, to top it off my father's cousin was 
president of the ARA, the old marine radio operators union. He talked me 
into going to get my 2nd Telegrtaph ticket so he could get me a 
shipboard berth, but my first wife (now a big EX) squashed the idea. I 
should have left her long before I did, OVER. Now my current (and 
hopefully last, but not least) spouse is putting up with my twisted 
obsession, and chalks it up to the middle age crazies ( now 53). 73 de 
Gene KC6BLD (Gene Katz) 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 14:56:32 -0500 

From: Dave Hutchison <djhutch@concentric.net> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Drake gear wanted 

Message-ID: <345F7DEF.C19F4AE2@concentric.net> 


I am looking for a MN-2700, L-7 and T-4C. Please e mail me if you have 
one of these pieces to sell or know of someone who may want to sell. 


73's 


Dave Hutchison K9HT 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 97 14:59:53 EST 

From: w2ec@VNET.IBM.COM 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: WTB: EF Johnson SSB Adapter 

Message-ID: <199711042000.0AA01104@sco.theporch. com> 


I'm currently using a Heath SB-10 as the SSB adapter for my Valiant II but 
would like to match the Valiant II with the correct EF Johnson SSB adapter. 


Does anyone have one available? 


Thanks & 73, Ray W2EC w2ec@vnet.ibm.com 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 12:29:47 -0800 (PST) 

From: Ken Gordon <keng@uidaho.edu> 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: HW-16/VFO... 

Message-ID: <Pine.BSF.3.95.971104122700 .28380C -100000@piobaire.mines.uidaho.edu> 


K7DOH, an older ham in Colfax, Washington, wants to get back on the air 
after being off for quite a while. I mentioned the BA crowd to him, and 
the HW-16. He was most interested. He wants to operate ONLY CW, and 
probably ONLY on 40 meters to start with. 


Does anyone have an HW-16, with or without VFO which they would sell to 
him? 


Please reply through me as he does not have internet access. 


Ken W7EKB 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 10:09:37 -1000 

From: Jeffrey Herman <jeffreyh@hawaii.edu> 

To: Jay Coward <jayc@hpcmrd42.sj.hp.com> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: RE:Safty First 

Message-ID: <Pine.GSO.3.95q.971104100516 . 206601 -100000@uhunix5> 


And keep those dog tags tucked in your shirt when working on mil gear! 
(I received a xNASTY* bump on my head when my tags came in contact 
with 12Qvac (luckily not the B+) - reaction caused me to jerk back 
and knocked my noggin against a rack.) 73, Jef£ KH2PZ (U.S. Shallow- 
water Sailors) 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 14:25:52 -0600 

From: Phil Mills <pmills@a.crl.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: FS, tube for collectors 

Message-ID: <3.0.1.32.19971104142552 .0090de20@a.crl.com> 


Westinghouse WL-5736 tube. This is a triode rated for about 5 kw input. 
It has a copper external anode that is about 3.5 inches diameter and 

3 inches tall. The tube is about 7 inches tall total....the envelope 
is a glass globe slightly smaller than a softball with six pins coming 


out the base. The tube weights about 5 or 6 pounds. I'll part with 
this gem for $75 or best offer, shipping included in U.S. 


thanks, 
Phil 
pmills@a.crl.com 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 15:24:21 -0500 (EST) 

From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: MW POLICE RADIO 

Message-ID: <9711041524 .aa21923@pcusa01.ecunet.org> 


To: boatanchors@theporch.com 


If memory serves correct, the last MW police transmitter left the air in 
about 1952. It was located in southern New Jersey I believe. There may 
have been two police bands, about 1.6 to 1.8 MHz, and something above 2 
MHz. 


In the early days, it was mostly one-way stuff, base to mobile. Police 
telephone boxes on lamposts were used for 2-way talk back. 


Many 30's & 40's BC sets covered above 1600 KHz just for that reason. 
Often it was marked ‘police' on the dial. 


Early experiments were made before WWII with AM on low band VHF but were 
not really successful. Too much ignition noise & other QRM, freq. 
stability problems (AM needed better stability than wideband FM), lack of 
really good receiver AGC (FM doesn't need this), etc. 


G.E. & Motorola were in there by about 1940 with FM comm equip. Conn. 
State Police had an FM system (base & mobiles) in place on low band VHF by 
about 1940, used Motorola stuff I think. 


-John Sehring (Fri, Oct 31, 1997 12:01 pm MT @Baker, Montana) UCC WB2EQG 


- -TAAO2737 .878324761/mail.unidial.com-- 


--Additional RFC822 msg headers: 
Received: from pcusa80.pcusa.org by pcusa01.ecunet.org id be07447; 
31 Oct 97 14:08 EST 
Received: from unidial.com by pcusa80.pcusa.org id aa04449; 31 Oct 97 14:06 
EST Received: from localhost (localhost) 
by mail.unidial.com (8.8.7/ntr.net 3.0.0) with internal id TAA02737; 


Fri, 31 Oct 1997 19:06:01 GMT 
Message-Id: <199710311906.TAAQ2737@mail.unidial.com> 
Auto-Submitted: auto-generated (failure) 


xxx End of original note xxx 


-John Sehring (Mon, Nov 3, 1997 12:13 pm MT @Baker, Montana) UCC WB2EQG 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 15:24:18 -0500 (EST) 

From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Message-ID: <9711041524 .aa21862@pcusa01.ecunet.org> 


To: boatanchors@theporch.com 
For Sale - 


Central Electronics 10A SSB exciter, phasing type. Includes C.E. 
factory-converted BC-458-A as VFO (has plain aluminum front panel). Comes 
with plug-in coils for 75 m and two spare coil forms plus coil winding info 
for other bands. With QT-1 plug-in VOX unit. Original factory manual. 


Appearance is good, small amount of paint rubbed off of sides (not front) 
of front panel, no rust, chassis & case dusty but will clean up nicely. 
These appear to be factory-wired units. No evident mods. 


Only problem is that carrier suppression is not stable--someone had 
replaced the 1N34's & a few associated caps in the balanced modulator 
circuit. Otherwise works FB, have run it into my Viking Valiant. 

$65 plus postage. 


-John Sehring (Mon, Nov 3, 1997 12:04 pm MT @Baker, Montana) UCC WB2EQG 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 15:24:20 -0500 (EST) 

From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: MCLAUGHLIN RECEIVERS 

Message-ID: <9711041524 .aa21903@pcusa01.ecunet.org> 


To: boatanchors@theporch.com 


The McLaughlin receivers (mentioned in an earlier post) had extraordinarily 
steep-sided selectivity curves (for the WWII era anyway) gotten thru use of 
very low IF frequencies, around 50 KHz. The OSS used them. They were 
described in QST around 1941 & 1947 or so. 


They were used for single sideband AM reception (not SSB), i.e. receive the 
carrier and only xonex sideband. You get a little distortion that way but 
it really fights QRM. 


You can then tune to select carrier & upper sideband or carrier & lower 
sideband, whichever has less QRM. SSB AM reception also slightly reduces 
the effects of selective fading. 


You can do this using a radio with a mechanical filter about 3 KHz wide or 
any of the Hallicrafters radios that used 50 KHz IF's. 


You don't tune the sig to the center of the pass band though. Put the 
carrier at one edge and one of sidebands will be placed on the rest of pass 
band. A 3 KHz filter will then pass up to about 3 KHz of audio; it would 
only pass up to 1.5 KHz of audio if the signal were tuned to put the 
carrier in the middle of the pass band as is usually done. 


It helps for tuning ease if the pass band's shape is squarish & slightly 
saddle-shaped. Most Collins 455 KHz mechanical filters have that. The 
Halli radios can be made to do that also. 


Obviously this kind of selectivity is perfect for SSB reception too. 


I did an article on this subject a while back in Electric Radio, I forget 
which issue; I'm in the middle of moving so can't lay my hands on it! 


-John Sehring (Fri, Oct 31, 1997 11:29 am MT @Baker, Montana) UCC WB2EQG 


--TAA01203 .878324760/mail.unidial.com-- 


--Additional RFC822 msg headers: 
Received: from pcusa80.pcusa.org by pcusa01.ecunet.org id bc07447; 
31 Oct 97 14:08 EST 
Received: from unidial.com by pcusa80.pcusa.org id aa04446; 31 Oct 97 14:06 
EST Received: from localhost (localhost) 
by mail.unidial.com (8.8.7/ntr.net 3.0.0) with internal id TAAQ1203; 
Fri, 31 Oct 1997 19:06:00 GMT 
Message-Id: <199710311906.TAAQ1203@mail.unidial.com> 
Auto-Submitted: auto-generated (failure) 


xxx End of original note xxx 


-John Sehring (Mon, Nov 3, 1997 12:10 pm MT @Baker, Montana) UCC WB2EQG 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 15:24:18 -0@500 (EST) 

From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: G.R. VARIAC - FOR SALE 

Message-ID: <9711041524.aa21876@pcusa01.ecunet.org> 


To: boatanchors@theporch.com 


For Sale - General Radio Variac variable autotransformer, type 200B, 

year of mfr. is 1954, measures about 3" dia. x 3 " high plus shaft, no case 
or knob . I think it has at least about a 1.5 Amp rating (weighs about 2 
lbs.), excellent condition, $10 plus postage. 


-John Sehring (Mon, Nov 3, 1997 12:08 pm MT @Baker, Montana) UCC WB2EQG 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 15:42:08 -0500 (EST) 

From: Dave Wood <W4EJ@coastalnet.com> 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: RE:Safty First 

Message-ID: <199711042042.PAA15501@abaco.coastalnet.com> 


Well while we are on BA safety, I figured I would let everyone have a laugh 
on me! Obviously, I been working on sand state too long, and even vintage 
sand state. Can you believe I had forgotten just how hot a 6AQ5 gets? It's 
a really neat looking blister! Plays hell on your typing. Go ahead laugh 
and shake your heads, I deserve it! 73 Dave 


>To: jeffreyh@hawaii.edu 

>From: Dave Wood <W4EJ@coastalnet.com> 

>Subject: RE:Safty First 

> 

>At 10:09 AM 11/4/97 -1000, you wrote: 

>>And keep those dog tags tucked in your shirt when working on mil gear! 
>>(I received a xNASTY* bump on my head when my tags came in contact 
>>with 12Q0vac (luckily not the B+) - reaction caused me to jerk back 
>>and knocked my noggin against a rack.) 73, Jef£ KH2PZ (U.S. Shallow- 
>>water Sailors) 

>> 


>> 
>> 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 15:47:00 -0500 (GMT-0500) 
From: L & M <toneri@ils.net> 

To: larry.asp@sympatico.ca 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 
Subject: Re: HQ170A drift problem reduced 
Message-ID: <199711042047 .PAA28796@server1.ils.net> 


At 07:55 AM 11/4/97 -0500, Larry Asp wrote: 


>Hi Mike - the 170 has a coninuous on filiament for the oscillator tube. 
>Any problems show up there? See you at Newmarket - - 73 / Larry 

> 

The filaments on 2 of the tubes stay on all the time so that part is 
working OK. Radio seems quite stable on ten metres now as well. I had it on 
for a few hours today and made 5 nice AM QSO's on the band. See you on Saturday. 
73...Mike VE3FGU 

KKK KIKI KAKA IKI KIKI III KIKI III IKK III III IK III III IIIA I 

Mike & Lynda Toneri E-mail: toneri@ils.net 

Keswick, Ontario 

WEBPAGE: http://www. geocities.com/heartland/meadows/8218 

KAKA KKK IKK KIKI KI KK KAI IK IKK IKI IKI KIKI IKI IKI IIIA KI IAAI IK 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 15:47:03 -0500 (GMT-0500) 
From: L & M <toneri@ils.net> 

To: w2ec@VNET.IBM.COM 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: WTB: EF Johnson SSB Adapter 
Message-ID: <199711042047 .PAA28802@server1.ils.net> 


At 02:59 PM 11/4/97 EST, w2ec@VNET.IBM.COM wrote: 

>I'm currently using a Heath SB-10 as the SSB adapter for my Valiant II but 
>would like to match the Valiant II with the correct EF Johnson SSB adapter. 
>Does anyone have one available? 


> 

>Thanks & 73, Ray W2EC w2ec@vnet.ibm.com 

> 

I'll keep my eyes open for one this weekend at our local hamfest Ray. If I 
find one maybe we can swap for something....desk kw maybe? 


73...Mike VE3FGU 


KAKA KIKI AK IKK IKI AK IKI IK III IKI IK ICI IK III TKI IK IKI IK III IR A I I 
Mike & Lynda Toneri E-mail: toneri@ils.net 

Keswick, Ontario 

WEBPAGE: http://www. geocities.com/heartland/meadows/8218 
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Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 15:12:11 -0600 

From: Rodger Singley <rbsingl@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: BA enthusiast ages -Reply 

Message-ID: <9711042112 .AA175908@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu> 


Interesting age distribution appearing in answer to this question (and I 
thought I might be one of the younger members at 37-obviously I was wrong!!!) 


My first BA interaction was with a Tek 514AD scope while building a bfo from 
a Popular Electronics article for my Knight Star Roamer when I was 9. 
Actually, if a Simpson 260 could be considered an anchor my first BA episode 
was earlier. I recall when I was 4 my older sister and one of her friends 
chased me around the house with my father's VOM and poked me with one of the 
leads-I expected to die from "delayed electrocution" for the rest of the 
afternoon. I guess I got infected with the "BA disease" from the Simpson 
test lead. 


As a Novice in 1974 I started with a Halli SX62A and a Johnson Valiant. I 

soon graduated to an SX101A but kept the Valiant. After getting my general 

I acquired an SB102 and traded the Valiant for a Desk Kilowatt. I foolishly 
traded the Desk Kilo for 60 feet of Rohn 25 and a rotor-seemed like a good 

deal at the time (mid '70s). I got back into BA's a few years ago by 

getting another Valiant which was followed by many cousins and fellow travelers. 


For me, the BA's are a relaxing break from my "real world" job as a 
marketing PhD. If anyone wants to experience gridlock try a university 
environment with "shared governance". After spending 10 hours of 
inefficiency and another couple hours at home doing academic research with 
Lisrel (and getting those wonderful messages like "Lambda matrix not 
positive definite) glowing tubes are very inviting! (Although if I spend a 
little more time trying to get my expatriate adjustment model running in 
Lisrel I may decide that touching the anode supply in my SB220 is very 
inviting :-( 


Rodger WQ9E 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 14:59:00 -0600 (CST) 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

To: Dave Wood <W4EJ@coastalnet.com> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Subject: RE:Safty First 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.96.971104144943 .29770A-100000@admin. aurora. edu> 


Don't forget to respect those hot chassis AC/DC sets. Use an isolation 
transformer when you work on those. 


Also remember to use a lamp in the room that is not on the same circuit 
breaker with stuff you are working on. That way if you blow a fuse, you 
are not fumbling around in the dark. 


I have a gadget that is real handy, although it is not necessarily a 
safety device (although it can save you from blowing fuses). It is 

a simple minibox with a lamp socket, an outlet, and a pair of toggle 
switches. One switch is the ON/OFF switch, the other shorts the lamp 
which is normally in series with the outlet. The box is used for testing 
unknown transformers. I believe the lamp is a 60 or 75 watt job. 

If you plug in a normal transformer the lamp will glow dimly or not 
at all while still delivering almost the normal voltages across the 
windings. If you connect, say the filament winding to the box, the 
lamp will glow full brilliance and the transformer will not be 

ruined and no blown fuses. It's also good for initially testing small 
BA loads that might have shorts or high leakage (like receivers). 


UFO's are real! (It's the Air Force that does not exist) 
E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 
CIS: Data / Telecom Aurora University, Aurora, IL 
630-844-4898 Fax 630-844-5530 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 15:22:13 -0500 (EST) 

From: "William L. Fuqua III" <wlfuqu00@pop.uky.edu> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: WTB/trade for power tubes 

Message-ID: <199711042022 .PAAQ3663@pop.uky.edu> 


I'm looking for power tubes, working or not, 
to complete my collection. 
All the tubes are EIMAC: 


1000T 
1500T 
2000T 


Please let me know if you have any of the above. 


73 
Bill wa4lav 


William L. Fuqua III P.E. E-mail WLFUQUQQ@POP.UKY.EDU Phone (606) 257-4155 
Department of Physics and Astronomy CP-177 Chem. Phys. Bldg. 
University of Kentucky , Lexington, Ky 40506-0055 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 15:44:56 -0600 

From: "Buzz (Wayne) Harrah" <wayne.harrah@mci.com> 
To: BoatAnchor Bunch <BoatAnchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Fluke 8100A help needed 

Message-ID: <345F9758.3CFD@mci.com> 


Hello Tubesters, 


In August (at our local hamfest), I purchased a used, but functional 
Fluke 8100A multimeter, which uses NIXIE tubes. It appears to function 
pretty well, except that all 3 of the tube '7' elements are constantly 
lit. I only paid $2 for it, so, I got what I paid for, and then some, I 
guess. 


OK. Here is my request for help: 


Fluke doesn't do repairs on this unit, only calibrations. I checked. 
Anyway, that isn't playing by the rules, is it? ;-) ("maybe, 
sometimes", I hear some of you whispering...) 


[a] I need a power cord for it, but, they want $20 for that. Fluke p/n 
is 226100. It is similar to newer PC-type universal plugs, but, is much 
narrower, rounded, and three ROUND pins in receptacle. Anybody have one 
of them laying around they don't need, or know where I can find one 
cheaper? 


[b] This unit also appears to be at least partially SS (I haven't pulled 
the inner shielding cover yet to see if more tubes are in there.) Fluke 
wants $50.00 for the operator's/service manual for this guy, too. Wow. 
By the time I get it going, I'll have 35 times the amount I paid 


invested. It seems to be a nice meter. I guess it might be worth it, 
but, I would hate to get laughed out of town if anybody found out I 
spent money like that. Any hints of wisdom out there? 


[c] Barring getting the manual, anybody have any clues on what might 
cause all the '7' elements to stay lit? Probably some common switching 
device, I'm sure. With my luck, probably 'house-numbered', never to be 
identified. Not without a schematic, for sure. If anybody has ANY 
info, I'd appreciate it. 


[d] Since all the nixies appear to work, don't know if I need any or 
not. Are they findable at 
retail/wholesale/"Bondo-Bob's-Used-Hubcaps-and-Tubes-Emporium", or do I 
gotta root through boxes under tables at hamfests? (Interesting, but, 
not a reliable source, for sure... Not sure how much to invest in this 
almost-BoatAnchor. 


Thanx for any info/wisdom/words of kindness and encouragement anyone 
might (or might not) have. 


Buzz, keOms 

KK KKK KKK KKK IIIA IIIA IK IK 

* 'Buzz' (Wayne) Harrah * 

* mailto:Wayne.Harrah@mci.com * 

x 1-800-728-7000, ext. 2096 x 

KAKA IKK KKK KIKI KIKI IKI KKK 

proverb: Some question are unanswerable; some answers are questionable. 


Date: 04 Nov 1997 16:03:22 -0600 

From: "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse. vanderbilt. edu> 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: RE:Safety First 

Message-ID: <1997Nov04.160322-0600@spike.vuse. vanderbilt .edu> 


In <Pine.ULT.3.96.971104144943 .29770A-100000@admin.aurora.edu>, Bob Roehrig wrote: 
> 

>Don't forget to respect those hot chassis AC/DC sets. Use an isolation 
>transformer when you work on those. 

> 

Strikes me that it might also be wise to install a GFI outlet for use 

with those hot chassis sets. If these things detect more than about a 

5 mA imbalance between hot and neutral, they trigger. But don't put 

it on your lights... 


A. B. Bonds 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 18:01:43 -0500 (EST) 

From: William Donzelli <william@ans.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Subject: Re: 1949 Admiral TV Set 

Message-ID: <Pine.GSO.3.96.971104175612 .9192H-100000@titan.purch.ans.net> 


> Are there any early TV buffs on here? 


I have a bit of the military stuff (Navy ARE, ARH) but really do not go 
after the commercial stuff. Why? I general, it tends to be junk - far 
below the quality of ham or industrial stuff at the time. It is even quite 
below that of the common table radio. 


I think the manufactures had to cut the corners far more in the TV arena, 
otherwise they would not have been able to get the price down to an 
acceptable level. 


> I never hear anything about them and 
> maybe it is because this group is all about early HAM GEAR and not TV sets, 
> even TUBE types. 


Why not start a thread then? Every so often a thread on radar survives. 


William Donzelli 
william@ans.net 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 1757 
KKKKKKKK KAKA KKK IERIE ARK 


>From ???@??? Wed Nov 05 08:51:00 1997 

Message-Id: <199711050505. XAA14832@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 23:05:00 CST 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 1758 


BOATANCHORS Digest 1758 
Topics covered in this issue include: 
1) re: ages of BA enthusiasts, recent threads 


by "Ian Abbott" <ian@gene.COM> 
2) RE: informative collection of recently published historical books 


by John Dilks <oldradio@worldnet.att.net> 
3) 60's Moody's Investor's Books? 
by n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 
4) Re: BA enthusiast ages.... 
by "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
5) BA enthusiast ages - or, the next generation 
by bdhall@ghg.net (Benjamin D. Hall) 
6) Re: BA enthusiast ages -Reply 
by Morris Odell <morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
7) Hallicrafters S-40A 
by "Michael J. Wade" <wade@iquest.net> 
8) Wanted: 7 pin Extender sockets 
by w8xq@juno.com (JEFF D WILDER) 
9) "Little Black Box" 
by Mike Sewell <KOCRX@compuserve.com> 
10) Re: My turn 
by William Donzelli <william@ans.net> 
11) Age doesn't Matter 
by "Allan Fritsche" <fritsche@classic.msn.com> 
12) BC-779-B for sale 
by GIBSON@ASTRA.LBL.GOV 
13) BA Manuals FS 
by Spencer Petri <spetri@e-tex.com> 
14) QTH needed 
by Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 
15) Re: Cleaning Old Rigs?? 
by Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 
16) RE: My turn 
by Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 


by Brian Bjerkelund <brianbj@compuserve. com> 
18) SX-100 
by Kevin Pease <hamradio@mm1001.theporch.com> 
19) Re: BA enthusiast ages.... 
by Colin Thompson <burkec@goldstate.net> 
20) Mechanical filter repair (was RE: KWM-1 problem) 
by John Kolb <jlkolb@cts.com> 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 15:35:28 -0800 

From: "Ian Abbott" <ian@gene.COM> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: re: ages of BA enthusiasts, recent threads 
Message-ID: <9711041535.ZM21053@emerald.gene.com> 


Hi- 


A quick $0.02- 


The thread concerning the ages of BA enthusiasts has turned into a 
thread about the shared interest in BAs that unites list members from as 
young as 24 to three times that age and older. As a result, I've exchanged 
correspondence- some posted to the list, most not- that has explored a 
wonderful sense of shared interest that crosses the "lines" of age and 
background. It's been thought provoking and fun to exchange messsages with a 
wide variety of BA folks on this subject. 


I guess my point is that this kind of exchange strikes me as being 
one of the best experiences I've had on the list. I hope that it strikes Jack 
and the other administrators/founders as being an excellent use of this 
resource. NOTHING this thoughtful or civilized exists on Usenet, etc. 


It's a little different than discussing why the Gibson Girl is called 
that or how to align an R-390 or looking for a part to get a rig on the air 
again, but I think it's "in the band", and I hope others agree. 


Thanks, guys! 


IEA 


Tan E. Abbott ian@gene.com http: //www.wenet.net/~planenut 
This is a *personalx message which does xnotx represent my employer. 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 18:41:41 -0500 

From: John Dilks <oldradio@worldnet.att.net> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: RE: informative collection of recently published historical books 
Message-ID: <345FB2B5.57AE@worldnet.att.net> 


RE: informative collection of recently published historical books 


I followed-up on this and here is where you can find them. Book list is 
at the bottom of message. 


73' John Dilks, K2TQN 


>Dear Mr Dilks, 
> 


>Thank you for your email regarding purchase of IEE books. They are available 
>from an office in the States, so you can save on overseas shipping costs. 
>The details are as follows: 

> 

>Jane Huber 

>IEEE Operations Center 

>445 Hoes Lane 

>PO Box 1331 

>Piscataway, NJ 08855-1331 

> 

>Tel: (908) 562 5549 

>Fax: (908) 562 8737 

>E-mail: inspec@ieee.org 

> 

>Yours sincerely 

> 

>Sally Jenkins 


I just discovered a very informative collection of recently published 
historical books. They're published by the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (UK), in association with the London Science Museum. 


Here are the titles in the series: 


Volume #4 Title 
1 Measuring Instruments - Tools of Knowledge 
2 Early Radio Wave Detectors 
3 A history of Electric Light and Power 
4 The History of Electric Wires and Cables 
5 An Early History of Electricity Supply 
6 Technical History of the Beginnings of Radar 
7 British Television - The Formative Years 
8 Hertz and the Maxwellians 
9 Vintage Telephones of the World 
10 The GEC Research Labs 1919-84 
11 Metres(sic) to Microwaves 
12 A History of the World Semiconductor Industry 
13 Wireless: The Crucial Decade, 1924 - 1934 
14 A Scinetist's War - The War Diary of Sir Clifford Paterson 
1934-45 
15 Electrical Technology in Mining - The Dawn of a New Age 
16 "Curiosity Perfectly Satisfyed:" Faraday's Travels in 
Europe 1813-1815 
17 Michael Faraday's "Chemical Notes, Hints, Suggestions 


and Objects of Pursuit" of 1822 
18 Lord Kelvin: His Influence on Electrical Measurements 


and Units 


19 History of International Broadcasting 

20 The Early History of Radio - From Faraday to Marconi 
Bo Die ome iis one end------------end-----------------end----------73's 
K2TQN 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 23:58:00 UTC 
From: n5o0ff@w5ddl.aara.org 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: 60's Moody's Investor's Books? 
Message-ID: <116900@w5ddl.aara.org> 


Does anyone have access to Moody's Business Guides from the sixties? 


I'd like to research some BA companies from then, but with libraries 
expanding and pitching, older guides are hard to find. 


73 Tom N5OFF 


*kxk R-390A Repro Nametags and Screws Available xxx 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 19:18:28 -0500 (EST) 

From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <xrbarmore@indy.net> 

To: BA <boatanchors@sco.ThePorch. com> 

Subject: Re: BA enthusiast ages.... 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.96.971104185246 .1246C -100000@indy2> 


Hi! 


Oh, all right, I'll admit it. 

Some folks have written with comments imlying (very nicely) that I must 
be grey-haired indeed; and I suppose my occasional litany of health 
complaints (poor vision, arthritis, etc.) tend to encourage it. 

But forssoth, I'm 39! 


Grew up around tubes. My father worked for RCA (Home Instruments 
Division--anybody remember the RCA Giant Cassette tape recorders of the 
early 60s? Dad ran the line that built ‘'em!), Magnavox (hated 'em) and 
RCA again (Picture Tube plant, built around Farnsworth's old Oscillight 
plant in Marion, IN). 

My first direct exposure was finding on of Alfred P. Morgan's books in 


the grade-school library. By the time I was in 7th grade, I'd built a 
couple of one-tube receivers, and a science-fair project with a couple of 
spark transmitters, xtal & "“audion" (a 7-pin triode, actually) receivers 
followed. In '72, I got a Novice ham ticket. 

Stayed interested in "old radio" all along, building regen sets and 
little transmitters for fun; even collected BC sets for a spell. When I 
was in High School, I met one other ham who liked the old stuff--but 
otherwise, it seemed like nobody was interested in such things. 

Solid-state stuff I ended up having to learn, once I was out of school 
and working for radio BC stations. (Plus a short stint in the Test 
Maintenance department of an electronics mfr, building & fixing production 
test gear and being a poor man's cal lab for the QC gang; I can do that 
but didn't get along well with a time-clock). Got a 1st 'Phone ticket in 
'81, a lot of work just to see the FCC change the entire commercial 
radiotelephone operator licensing structure not too many years later. 

The ham ticket got renewed in '79, but after I moved to Indianapolis 
(the xbigx time, ooooh--pity it paid less in real dollars) I got too busy 
and let it expire. 

Retested 6 or 7 years back, bought an imported xcvr, and xhatedx* it. 
I'd pretty much decided ham radio wasn't what it used to be when I 
stumbled onto the BA-list...and got excited about the hobby again! 

A minor mix-up a couple years back (gee, I really xthought* Novices 
could operate on 3.58 mc/s!) led to upgrading; went in for a General, 
walked out an Advanced with credit for the 20wpm CW test. 


So you see, were it not for the list, I'd probably not even xbex a ham 
any more! I have learned a xhugex amount from the folks on the list, and 
try to give as good as I've got. Not easy, in this company! 

...And there's a little grey in my hair, but not that much. (And I've 
been nearsighted as long as I can remember, though having to add reading 
glasses to the contacts is a recent development!) But broadcast 
"engineers" (techs in any other phase of the art, go figure) don't really 
age, we just get staticky. ;) 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 18:33:49 -0600 

From: bdhall@ghg.net (Benjamin D. Hall) 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: BA enthusiast ages - or, the next generation 
Message-ID: <3.0.32.19971104183048 .00707b24@mailman. ghgcorp.com> 


Greetings everyone. A few days ago, one of our listmembers who will remain 
nameless inquired about the ages of the subscribers on the BA list. I 


wrote him back, explaining that I was just 24. He commented: 


>Yow! You do indeed have me beat for the low-time title. 
>Fair is fair, though- I told everybody how I got "into" Boatanchors, 
>so how did *youx come to crave heavy old radios that glow in the dark? 


So here is my story. I've actually been into Boatanchors without knowing 
it for approximately 14 years. It all started with my Grandpa giving me a 
working Hallicrafters SX-24, which he had bought at a flea market for $50. 
Of course, the guy said it worked but it didn't. Grandpa, now retired for 
many years, made his living fixing stuff all his life. Born in 1917, he 
worked for Standard 01il packing grease at first, but soon learned to £1ix 
radios and went on to spend a time installing radios into cars when car 
radios first came onto the scene. Before the war, he became a machinist, 
and made firing pins and bomb retaining rings for our troops. Several 
years after the war, he saw TV coming out, and learned to fix them, joined 
a TV repair shop, and later opened his own business fixing TV's. Grandpa 
replaced most of the caps, and the set worked great. 


I remember listening to all sort of good stuff - pre-Glosnost Radio Moscow 
and Radio Kiev transmissions that blamed the world's problems on capitalism 
and other such great stations. My antenna was a peice of coax shield 
draped from one end of the attic to my room... Later, when the Gulf war 
broke out, I spent many a night listening like some child might have 
listened to the Korean or Vietnam wars years prior. 


I grew up, got a drivers liscense, and soon had a lot less time for BA's... 

Upon graduating college, my thoughts turned to the SX-24. It always 
worked well, but I was concerned that tubes were going to be impossible to 
find. I posted on the rec.radio.antique+phono group, and Hank Van Cleef 
took me under his wing, and put me onto the path of learning about, and 
eventually loving old radio gear. Since then, I've aquired quite a few of 
them, and have enjoyed operating and fixing them very much... 


But, the thing that brings the brightest smile to my face is how happy my 
Grandpa is to talk to someone who knows how tubes work, since so much of 
his life revolved around tubes... I also share his zest for all things 
antique, electrical, and mechanical... 


73 y'all, 
Ben 


Benjamin D. Hall, KD5BYB, Engine and radio collector / operator 
extraordinaire. Located in Houston, Texas, USA. 
e-mail: BDHall@ghg.net web:http://www.ghgcorp.com/bdhall 


Date: Wed, 05 Nov 1997 11:33:14 +1100 

From: Morris Odell <morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: Re: BA enthusiast ages -Reply 
Message-ID: <345FBECA.D25@vifp.monash.edu.au> 


Hi all, 


After a tuesday public holiday and a monday away from the computer I got 
back to it to find an enormous amount of mail and a fascinating thread 
on the subject of BA philosophy. 


There were some clever and thought provoking posts there especially 
contributions from Stanley Siegel and Ian Abbott among many others. 


I share a lot of the experiences of others on the list having become 
fascinated with the glowing bottles as a youngster and gone on to fiddle 
with old radios in the 60s. Fortunately there were lots of entertainment 
types being scrapped and ripe for hacking, as well as WW2 and Korea 
vintage military disposals. 


I'm 48 years old and have had a ham license since the age of 16 which 
was the minimum age in Oz at the time. We don't have "Elmers" here but 
there were a few older hams I knew as well a couple of older kids at 
school with tickets who taught me a lot. When I first went to university 
it was to study electrical engineering and by then I had a good working 
knowledge of radio and tube technology mainly from ARRL handbooks, 
"Wireless World" and the local "Radio TV and Hobbies" magazine which 
transformed itself into "Electronics Australia" about the time I went to 
Uni in 1967. I have a distinct memory of being told at Uni that valves 
were obsolete and unreliable and there would be nothing taught about 
them at all in the electronics course. 


Because of this sort of policy (which was echoed by a lot of popular 
magazines), most electronics enthusiasts I've met that are younger than 
me have no interest in BA type stuff so I'm amazed at the number of 
listmembers younger than me who do. Of couse being a member of this list 
makes for a "biased population". 


Like a lot of us I love being able to use gear that was completely 
unattainable in the 1960s. I think of a lot of it as Industrial art". In 
this country there was no great electronics industry so interesting ham 
BAs are pretty scarce. This list often makes me drool like tho old ARRL 
handbook advertisements used to. 


That's probably enough self indulgence on this topic. This list is one 


of the best virtual communities I've ever belonged to - it's brought me 
into contact with some wonderful people and taught me a lot. It's as 
close as anything I can think of to the ham community atmosphere I 
experienced in the 60s and 70s. 


73 de Morris VK3DOC in a sunny Australian springtime. 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 19:31:10 -0500 

From: "Michael J. Wade" <wade@iquest.net> 

To: "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Hallicrafters S-40A 

Message-ID: <199711050037 .SAAQ8409@sco.theporch. com> 


I finally found the problem with my S-40A, the primary winding on the audio 
output transformer is open. The questions is how do I £1ix it? 
The manual only gives a brief description and a part number. 


T-16 Transformer, audio output 55B093 


Any idea where I could get a suitable replacement, or have a junker they 
could pull this from? 


Your suggestions would be appreciated. 


kb9kdg 


Date: Tue, 04 Nov 1997 19:30:35 EST 

From: w8xq@juno.com (JEFF D WILDER) 

To: COLLINS@LISTSERV.TEMPE.GOV, boatanchors@theporch.com 
Subject: Wanted: 7 pin Extender sockets 

Message-ID: <19971104.203140.5255.0.W8XQ@juno.com> 


Hi People, 
I'm looking for 7 pin extender sockets. Please reply if you can 
help. .Thanks 


"Forever AM " 
Jeff D Wilder ( W8xQ ) 
Email : w8xq@juno.com 
Phone: (616) 381-4133 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 19:48:28 -0500 

From: Mike Sewell <KOCRX@compuserve.com> 

To: BOATANCHORS <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: "Little Black Box" 

Message-ID: <199711041948_MC2-26B7-F31@compuserve.com> 


Fellow BA fans, 


The following is from an old QST, can't remember the issue, but, thought 
I'd share this with you. I'll bet I've read this little poem 10,000 time= 
s! 


"Little Black Box" 
by Max P. Vander Horck WA6HUW 


A little black box of jewels and rocks, 
with lanterns that flicker and glow, 

Makes lighter the gloom in my little back room, 
where often I hasten to go. 

An anthem it peals of whistles and squeals 
and of voices so ghostly and queer 

That you'd never decry, 
should you chance to pass by, 
what a brotherhood foregathers here! 

Each separate tone has a soul of its own; 
each voice is the voice of a friend, 

United through space in this gathering place 
at the radiant rainbow's end. 

Reverberant sounds ride the wave that rebounds 
like the waves of the sea, from afar, 


Reporting the doings, the comings and goings 
of brothers, wherever they are. 
A curious band, spread over the land, = 


yet joined from equator to poles, 

Disperses the gloom in each little back room 
by this magic communion of souls. 

I could part with a lot of the things that I've got, 
but I'll carry my love to the tomb 

Of that little black box and the joys it unlocks 
when I enter that little back room! 


Thank you, Max. This is undoubtedly the single most moving thing I've se= 
en 
in print regarding our wonderful hobby. I hope you all enjoy it as I hav= 


e. 
"A little black box with jewels and rocks, with lanterns that flicker an= 
d 

glow". That single line very nicely sums up my love affair with 
boatanchors. 


73, Mike 
K @ Collects Radios eXclusively/WPEOCFK 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 19:56:15 -0500 (EST) 

From: William Donzelli <william@ans.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: My turn 

Message-ID: <Pine.GS0O.3.96.971104193133 .9192P-100000@titan.purch.ans.net> 


This is fun, so I better give it a go. 


I tend to shock people when they find out I am a 28 year old computer geek 
that likes tube based equipment. So many times at hamfests, old timers 
heckle me as I look over a bit of old Navy stuff. It is all fun in the 
end, as they find out I admire the stuff, and sometimes we get to talking. 


I started collecting commercial sets back in high school. They were nice, 
but then one day, cruising down the street looking for some bit of 
technogarbage, I spotted a brand new BC-459-A command set. It said 
"Western Electric", so I knew it had to be good. I cleaned it up, and 
promptly decided that I needed more military stuff. Of course at first, I 
grabbed ANYTHING military, but a trip to the Historical Electronics Museum 
changed my collecting again. Their collection had a TAB-7, a TBL-13, and a 
TBK of some sort. I instantly wanted some of these, too. I decided that I 
better stop collecting everything, so now I specialize in Navy and some 
aircraft sets. 


I look at the old tube stuff (or actually most old stuff) with 

respect. Not only is a great deal of it well made - well, some of it is 
not - but looking at a big beast thinking "once your kind numbered 
thousands, and now you are one of a few survivors" is a real thrill. It 
sounds corny, but try thinking about it. The equipment on your table or 
floor has seen much history, and has missed the cutting torch many times. 
Maybe it is a lone survivor. Maybe it was part of some historic 
communication. But now it is safe, and can be enjoyed for years to come. 


I tend not to slam modern stuff much at all, as there is magic in that as 
well, but it is far more abstract. I collect old computers as well (yes, a 
few of them are 600 pounds as well), and looking at them running is a real 
thrill. Knowing that an electronic circuit millions of times more complex 


than a radio (no, not a slam), running in a stable manner, just blows my 
mind. 


Well, that is me. Whos next? 


William Donzelli 
william@ans.net 


Date: Wed, 5 Nov 97 01:30:35 UT 

From: "Allan Fritsche" <fritsche@classic.msn.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Age doesn't Matter 

Message-ID: <UPMAILO3.199711050130480126@classic.msn.com> 


Hey Gang, enjoyed reading all of your histories. 


Mine was somewhat the same... Born in 47, that makes me 50... 

Brought up in a bad section of Houston.. My Dad in the fifties would 

drag me to a Beer Joint on each Saturday of the week in those times. 

I remember that the bartender had only one arm, the other lost in the 
Pacific campaign.. Now the best part of this deal was that located next 
door to the bar was a Army Surplus Store... While Dad drank and discoursed 
with the clientle, I would drag stuff from the surplus place 

for his inspection... He would always say , heres a dime, go pay for it.. 
Had lots of headsets and keys... and an occasional Helmet Liner. 


Well, one Saturday I dragged a ARC-5 variant over to the Bar and he 
said what is it?.. I said I don't know but the guy said its a radio.. 


How much,,, 2 bucks.. My Dad said forget it... 


Time marches on.. About three years later, I guess I was about 12 years old.. 
I started stripping wire from old TV sets and from the money from a 

paper route got a genuine crystal set from the 5/dime place. Must have 

had a mile of 26 guage (YOKE) strecthed thru the trees in our back lot for an 
antennae. Man was I hooked.. 


About that time, my Dad saw all these wires and said what the heck you doing.. 
I showed him the little crystal set and he was impresed.. 

Remember he was an Iron Worker and had about a 5th grade education. 

But he knew what radio was.. Plus he had 7 kids to feed on 80 bucks a week. 

So He asked me what was the most important thing to me.. 

I said a store bought radio from allied... I showed him a catolog and 


he bought me the little NC-60 AC/DC set.. Man I stayed up all night 
listening to that guy.. A year went buy and he asked me the same 
question... I had the latest Allied Catolog and said the R-100A kit.. 

He bought it for me, thou it took about a weeks salary for him to do it. 
Wired it wrong, had it fixed by the local TV shop.. But man I was In 
Hog Heaven.. 


About this time I decided I would be a TV repairmen and all thought of radio 
and Hamdom where forgotten. Enter 1966, Got drafted, went to Korea and Vietnam 
as a R-390 / A repairman among other things. 


Today I am a supervisor for ATT in Houston, with 25 years service. 
Don't get to work on anything anymore... But the early days were 
really fun for me.. Perhaps thats what I am trying to relive with the boats. 


GOD BLESS my DAD and ALL of you on this fine list. 


Al 
fritsche@classic.msn.com 
KD5CML 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 19:26:54 -0800 

From: GIBSON@ASTRA.LBL.GOV 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: BC-779-B for sale 

Message-ID: <971104192654 .254002a0@ASTRA.LBL.GOV> 


For sale BC-779-B Hammarlund receiver with RA-74D P.S. Condition 
unknown but appears complete. Nice front panel. $40. You pick up. 
I am tired of seeing it reproaching me in the garage. 
John Gibson, Berkeley, Calif. 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 20:44:58 -0600 (CST) 
From: Spencer Petri <spetri@e-tex.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: BA Manuals FS 

Message-ID: <mOxSvSk-0001PLC@e-tex.com> 


Hello gang, 


Came across some original manuals that might do someone some good. 
2 ea. RCP receiver 
1 ea. Heath Apache transmitter 


How about $10 each mailed. If you've sent me manual copies we'll come to 
different terms. 


First come, first served, except for the above reason. 


Thanks, 


73 de Pete WA5JCI EM21 "the future will be better tomorrow" 


Date: Wed, 5 Nov 1997 03:22:47 +0000 

From: Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com, glowbugs@www.atl.org 
Subject: QTH needed 

Message-ID: <19971105032245 . AAA9466@LOCALNAME> 


I am hunting for an old ham buddy from years back. If someone has 
any old callbooks circa 1960's, 1970's, I need the full name and address for: 


W5TOF 


73, 

E. V. Sandy Blaize, W5TVW 

"Boat Anchors collected, restored, repaired, traded and used!" 
417 Ridgewood Drive 

Metairie, LA., 70001 


*x*860 Hartley 'ECO' under construction*x*x*x 


xxx Looking for a TRC-10 transceiver xx**x*xx 
xxx looking for an RAL receiver *xx*kk*xKKaKK 


Date: Wed, 5 Nov 1997 03:22:53 +0000 

From: Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 

To: swldd@PROAXIS.COM, boatanchors@theporch.com, glowbugs@www.atl.org 
Subject: Re: Cleaning Old Rigs?? 

Message-ID: <19971105032245 . AAC9466@LOCALNAME> 


At 11:36 PM 11/4/97 +0000, you wrote: 

>Hi Gang 

>I have had good luck with "Dow Bathroom Cleaner" (Be carefull 
>with lettering). I works excellent on crinkle paint. It leaves 
>it dull but I go over it with WD40 after use (no rust) and it 
>leaves a shine. The Dow will also remove LIGHT surface rust and 


>for me!! Regards Doug 


I have had excellent results from this stuff too! DO OBSERVE the 
warning 
about it removing lettering! 95% of the time there is no problem. I try and 
followup with plain water/paper toweling to remove the traces of the 
cleaner as it is caustic and I don't like to leave it behind. It has worked 
VERY 
excellently for me. DO NOT use this on old silk screened paint lettering on 
glass or plastic, as the lettering will be damaged or disappear! I use a mild 
solution of dishwishing detergent for this! 
73, 
E. V. Sandy Blaize, W5TVW 
"Boat Anchors collected, restored, repaired, traded and used!" 
417 Ridgewood Drive 
Metairie, LA., 70001 


**860 Hartley 'ECO' under construction*x**x* 
xxx Looking for a TRC-10 transceiver xx*x**xx 
xxx looking for an RAL receiver *xx*kkK*KKAKK 


Date: Wed, 5 Nov 1997 03:22:56 +0000 

From: Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: RE: My turn 

Message-ID: <19971105032245 . AAD9466@LOCALNAME> 


Well, it looks like they are coming out of the woodwork! Jeese Bill 
Donzelli, 
your buddies must think you are a throwback! I'll bet you even know how to 
use a K&E Duplex Decitrig slide rule or similar "manual analog computer" 


as well! I still have a 5 and 10" Pickett and an old K&E "Cook Radio Rule" 
that has an "LC" and 2pi scales on it! 


My views about tubes and boatanchors are simple, and I sum it up 
like this: 


Take two pieces of gear...say a Kenwood TS440 and maybe something 
like an old RCA 630TS Television chassis minus the picture tube/yoke etc. 

Reduce both pieces of equipment to components (kept seperated, 
of course!) 

Once this is done, using the parts from the old 630 or the Kenwood, 
build something COMPLETELY DIFFERENT with the parts therefrom! 


You will find enough stuff from the old RCA chassis to build a low 
powered 
transmitter, a regenerative receiver of sorts and a power supply that will 
serve for both with the addition of very little additional parts. 

You will have trouble doing anything even close to being useful for any 
other purpose with the parts from the TS-440! The same thing can be said 
for tearing apart say a 486DX33 computer and doing something ‘'different' 
with it! 

THAT is what I like about all this old tube stuff! You can build 
and tinker. 

Solid state stuff is nice, but as you say "abstract" due to uses of very 
highly specialized integrated circuitry and descrete components. In 
modern gear, we have lost physical contact and precise knowledge of 

the very essence of the "Radio Art"! It can be compared to sitting ina 
modern computer controlled automobile with all the electronics associated 
with same, then watching and listening to a steam locomotive, as it hisses, 
roars, huffs and puffs as we watch the various parts move and work. 

They even seem to be alive and ‘breathing' when they are idling with 

steam up when stopped on the tracks! A wonderous machine to witness! 

Nothing can beat the sheer simplicity of a one tube regenny at work, 
or a one tube Hartley doing its thing! 

I'm going to be 61 next year, but I wish I'd been around during the 
sunset of 'spark" and "arc" and the wonderous new world of the "Audion" 
lamp! (With some money to spend of course....not a poor ham of the depression!) 
73, 

E. V. Sandy Blaize, W5TVW 

"Boat Anchors collected, restored, repaired, traded and used!" 
417 Ridgewood Drive 

Metairie, LA., 70001 


*x*860 Hartley 'ECO' under constructionx**x 
xxx Looking for a TRC-10 transceiver xx*x*x*xx 
xxx looking for an RAL recelveL *xx*x*xxKKKKK 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 22:50:49 -0500 

From: Brian Bjerkelund <brianbj@compuserve.com> 

To: BOATANCHORS <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Subject: Next....... 

Message-ID: <199711042250_MC2-26C1-2A05@compuserve. com> 


Hi BA Groupies..... 


Thanks to Jack for allowing this "age" thread; it's been one of the most 
interesting and relevant things I have seen anywhere. = 


How many careers have begun with a fuzzy-cheeked kid fascinated with SW o= 
r 

police calls or a crystal set? How many kids sent to college, homes 
bought, shoes and clothes and meals owe their start to an interest in 
glowing tubes? 


In my case, it started in 1956...... at age 12 my parents gave me free rei= 
gn 

over a 1948 Silvertone with a shattered bakelite case; oh, the unnatural 
acts I put that Silvertone through! It even taught me about ac-dc sets a= 
nd 

hot chassis...... ouch! 


On my 13th birthday, my folks got me an NC88 and a pair of headphones; th= 
e 
headphones were for THEM, I think. A borrowed Elmac transmitter got me o= 
n 
the air until Christmas, when there was a Globe Scout 680 under the tree!= 


All this was on working peoples' salaries. Next came the Tech license an= 
d 

I gave 6mtrs heck with a Gonset Comm III; many JA contacts, XE's, 
etc....this was in ' 58-'59, sunspots were hot! 


Then came the military. Because of my ham/electronics background, I did 
VERY well on the tests and drew a career field in electronics, working on= 


B52 Fire Control systems. (Gun-laying radar and servo computers.) = 


Unfortunately, I let my license lapse during a busy time with overseas 
tours to SEA in '68. After discharge in '70, I went to work for Xerox 
Corp. as a Tech Rep...... I am still with Xerox and have gone from 914 
copiers to high-volume laser printers. 4635s run at 135 pages per minute= 


Now, remember, this started with a broken Silvertone! 


This summer, at age 53, I once again became interested in radio. I found= 
I 
could still copy CW at seven WPM. On August 24th, I passed the tests for= 


Tech + and am now surrounded by RX and TX I could only dream about in 195= 
7. 

I am indeed fortunate; my parents are still with us, so I can tell them 
thanks from time to time. And you know...... I still have the NC88. 


Brian, KC7ZDA 
brianbj@compuserve.com 
Studying hard for General 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 21:28:35 -0600 (CST) 

From: Kevin Pease <hamradio@mm1001.theporch.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <theporch.com! boatanchors@mm1001.theporch. com> 
Subject: SX-100 

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.3.95.971104211122 .13987A-100000@mm1001.theporch. com> 


I have a Halicrafters SX-100 receiver that was presented to me as a parts 
radio by Walt Novinger. This radio had no knobs and no silver panel 
overlay and a meter face that is dis-colored so bad that the meter is 
almost not useable. Well the under side of the chasis is greak and it 
works too good to part out and discard as not useable. Soo I have decided 
to give it a new lease on life. I don't beleive tha any radio deserves the 
indignaty of being stripped of its useable parts and have its leftover 
parts discarded so I am going to make this radio into something unique. 


I am converting this old SX-100 into a rack mount SX-100. I am makeing a 
new fromt panel and going to dry-transfer label it so that it will look 
factory. The meter is going to be recess mounted behind the panel like my 
nce-173r. Infact the dials will endup looking like the nc-173r. 


My request to the group is twofold. 


First does anyone have the schematic of the SX-100 mark1-b that I can get 
a copy of ? 


Second does any one have nay experience reducing the frequency instability 
of this RX ? 


I have heard the discusions about making the chasis more rigid but that 
appears to be only part of the insbability. In looking over the 
construcion around the tuneing osc it looks like the wire to the caps is 
long and too flexible, and maybee just too long. it is not practical to 
shorten it but maybee it needs to be stiffer. 


I am interested in comments about what works and what doesn't. 


My observation of this receiver is that it could have been one of the best 
general purpose general coverage receivers ever made by Halicrafters but 
the frequency instablilty blows that since even on 80 meters ssb is quite 
dificult. THe selectivety is real good and the sensitivity all that can be 
used on HF. a 10 foot antenna works real good in the evening to receive 
just about anything one would want to hear. If this receiver had been a 
stable mechanically as others I have had it would clasify as one of the 
best general coverage receivers made by Halicrafters. 


My plans for this conversion are to improve mechanical stability and add a 
product detector for ssb/cw. If I get the stability improved this will 
become my main BA/CW receiver since the cw selectivity is about perfect. 


I hope to put a new leas on lif to this RX and do it proud. 


The left over parts of the case will be available to someone who needs a 
case for a RX that is maybee dented etc. The case is re-finishable. 


Kevin Pease 
WBOJIZG 
Mount Juliet, TN. 


Date: Wed, 05 Nov 1997 20:55:33 -0800 

From: Colin Thompson <burkec@goldstate.net> 
To: rbarmore@indy.net 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: BA enthusiast ages.... 
Message-ID: <34614DC5.1EFF@goldstate.net> 


Greetings All, 


I feel a little guilty responding to this thread since the only 
boatanchors I currently have in my possesion are HiFi equipement. 
Thanks to the recomendations of the wonderfull people on this list the 
Situation will be rectified soon, as a Chuck Ripple restored R-390A 


shipped out today. 

My interest in boatanchors goes back to my childhood in the early 
sixties. In my small home town, no matter who's home you were in, the 
local TV repair man (Lowell) new your name. Lowell new every kids 
name. He was in everyones home so often he had no choice! I remember 
marveling at all the tubes he carried. One box for tubes, one for 
tools. Magic allways followed his visits (the Micky Mouse Club was 
back on the air). 

I inherited and old electronics kit from my brother at the age of eight 
(one tube included). An old Zenith superhet set was my main source of 
entertainment after dark. Wow! You could hear stations from all over 
the country. By age ten the local library and Lowell had provided the 
stuff to build my first regen tube receiver. 

By this time I had become interested in music and the MacIntosh gear in 
the living room. Lost to music for 25 years. All was not lost however 
as my search for the "Holy Grail" in HiFi led me back to tubes. (I never 
did get into CDs, they sound like solid state gear, I still love my 
LPs). This even led to a short stint of manufacturing HiFi equipment 
(transmission line theory from ARRL handbooks was our tech seceret!). 

1984 or 85 brought the purchase of a Sony 2010 and I rediscovered 
SWLing. A couple of years ago I started the search for the "Holy Grail" 
of general coverage receivers. I have several rice boxes and two 
excellent British receivers. This brings the story back to the 
beginning and my current interest in valve gear. The R-390A is just the 
start. I see a SX28A (a friend had one in the Lowell days, and it looks 
to cool), HQ180 and a SP600 variant in my near future. 

The latest BA related project is learning CW. After two months of 
lurking in the background on this list, I figure it is the only 
respectable way to get my ticket. Recomendations for a classic AM 
station are being accepted. Call me infected. Oh, I almost forgot, age 
almost 39 and climbing. 

I closing, I would like to thank all of the members of this list. The 
warm responses and advice and recomendations seem to run contrary to the 
cold medium of email communications. Perhaps it is all of the 
thermionic emissions, I suspect it really comes from all of the warm 
hearts out there. 


73, 


Colin Thompson 


Date: Tue, 4 Nov 1997 21:03:23 -0800 (PST) 

From: John Kolb <jlkolb@cts.com> 

To: JONWEINER@aol.com 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Mechanical filter repair (was RE: KWM-1 problem) 


Message-ID: <Pine.SC0.3.91.971104205209 .29844A-100000@sd.cts.com> 
On Mon, 3 Nov 1997 JONWEINER@aol.com wrote: 


> Hello all. I am doing work on a KWM-1 which needs quite a bit of attention. 
> The 3.1 mechanical filter is faulty. I know that a capacitor failure in the 
> mechanical filter section (don't remember which one) of the R-390A will cause 


You can check the filter coils with an ohmmeter - if both coils read low 
ohms, then that was not the cause of the filter failure. If coil is open, 
then you would certainly want to check any coupling caps before installing 
another filter. 


A filter with an open coil can sometimes be repaired. If the open is at 
the terminal or in the span of wire between the terminal and the 

actual coil, then with LOTS of care, the wire can sometimes be 
rejoined. Too much movement of the wire during the repair may cause 

it to break off at the coil, leaving no room to splice to. 


I haven't had much luck trying to unsolder metal can filters, and 
recomment cutting the end of the case (plastic or metal) off 
with a mototool and cutoff wheel. 


I've also seen a Kokusai filter fail because the foam suspension 
degraded into a sticky gunk, damping vibrations. Cleaning and 


repacking the filter in cotton instead repaired it. 


John Kolb KK6IL jlkolb@cts.com (the filter king) 


End of BOATANCHORS Digest 1758 
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